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New Delhi: It's official.
The Delhi Police has regis-
tered an FIR in the case ofa
19-year-old student pro-
tester who suffered pellet-
gun injuries during the July
20 march on Parliament as
Rahul Gandhi, accompanied
by the victim, Sahil Lochab,
staged a sit-in outside a
Delhi police station, refus-
ing to budge until an FIR is
filed in the case. "I will sit
on dharna outside police
station for 30 days or even
six months if you don't reg-
ister an FIR," Rahul Gandhi,
the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha who
sat on a day-long dharna,

had warned the cops. The
police have collected the
medical report and other re-
lated documents and the
FIR has been filed against
unknown persons based on
the complaint given by the
victim, police said. "This is
the first step towards justice.
An FIR has been registered.
Look at how long it took. It
has been a month since the
pellets were fired. There are
pellets lodged in his (Sahil
Lochab's) body, three in his
eye. It is clear that injustice
has been done to a young
person," the Congress leader
said. Gandhi noted that they
arrived at 11:30 in the morn-

ing and that the FIR was reg-
istered after nearly seven
hours. "We came here at
around 11:30 this morning. He
has been going around for a
month, and we arrived at
around 11:30. Now it is 6:30,
almost 7 pm, and only then
has the FIR been registered...
This is a police station right
in the heart of New Delhi, and
justice is not being delivered
here. Now imagine what hap-
pens at a police station in a
village or a small town. We
have done nothing wrong
here. We have only sought
justice for an Indian citizen,
for his mother and for his fa-
ther," he said.

India On Reaction To Sergio Gor's J&K Comment

Srinagar: The Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) on
Friday brushed aside
Pakistan's summoning of a
top US diplomat over Am-
bassador Sergio Gor's com-
ment that Jammu and Kash-
mir is an "important part of
India". Randhir Jaiswal, the
official spokesperson for the
Ministry of External Affairs,
addressed a bi-weekly press
briefing in Delhi and said both

Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh are integral and indi-
visible parts of India. "They
were, they are, and they will
remain so," he emphasised.
In response to a question on
Pakistan's diplomatic protest
over Gor's remarks, Jaiswal
said he didn't need to com-
ment further on Islamabad's
"frustration". "I see no reason
to comment on Pakistan's frus-
tration. This is what I have to

say," he said. Sergio Gor, who
is visiting Jammu and Kash-
mir and Ladakh, said the union
territory -- over which New
Delhi and Islamabad fought
several wars -- is an "impor-
tant part of India". After meet-
ing Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, he remarked: "This
is an important part of India,
and so I'm here visiting for
the first time. It's an incred-
ibly beautiful place, and so

I'm thrilled to be here thrilled
to see this place. We had a

—

very good meeting, and we
have some follow-ups that

we'll take back to Washmg-
ton, back to Delhi".

Clashes Erupt As Jharkhand

Protesters Attempt To Burn
Heman Soren's Eﬁigx

Ranchi: Student leaders

under the banner of the
'JPSC-JSSC  Reforms
Manch' have accused the
Jharkhand government of
"deceiving" and "betray-
ing" job aspirants.

An altercation broke out
on Friday between police
and students protesting
against alleged Jharkhand
recruitment exam irregu-
larities in Ranchi, with the
agitators attempting to
burn effigies of Chief Min-
ister Hemant Soren and
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, officials said.

Student leaders under
the banner of the 'JPSC-
JSSC Reforms Manch'
have accused the
Jharkhand government of

"deceiving" and "betray-
ing" job aspirants, after
the high court stayed some
notifications cancelling
appointments through the
11th and 13th JPSC exams
besides the JSSC-CGL.

"They gathered in large
number at the prominent
Albert Chowk to burn effi-
gies of CM Soren and
Rahul Gandhi. When the
police tried to control
them, a scuffle broke out...
JMM workers were also
present at the spot,"” an of-
ficial said.

Similar scuffles were also
reported from Hazaribag
and Giridih, where JMM
workers clashed with stu-
dents trying to burn effigies
of Soren.

Huge GCash Seized at MP
A\unasll neddv S Residence: ED

HYDERABAD, Aug. 21:
The Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) has announced that
it seized unaccounted cash
of Rs.24 lakh from the resi-
dence of Kadapa MP Y.S.

Avinash Reddy. The ED is-
sued an official statement on
Friday in connection with
the murder case of former
minister Y.S. Vivekananda
Reddy. It said that the keys

[

to two bank lockers were
also seized from the MP’s
residence. The ED recalled
that Dastagiri had revealed
that a conspiracy to murder
Vivekananda Reddy had

been hatched a month be-
fore the killing. It stated that
Deveireddy Sivasankar
Reddy had offered Rs.40
crore for the murder. The ED
said that Yerraguntla
Gangireddy had lured
Dastagiri by promising him
Rs.5 crore as his share out
of the Rs.40 crore. It said the
ECIR was registered based
on the FIR and charge sheets
filed by the CBI. The ED
stated that a case was regis-
tered under IPC Section
120B and Section 302, as well
as under the PMLA. It clari-
fied that key documents and
digital devices related to the
crime were seized during the
searches. The ED said
searches were conducted at
a total of seven locations in
Hyderabad and Kadapa.

Better Services for Devotees at
Indrakeeladri Before Dasara: Minister Anam

From Our Staff Reporter

VIJAYAWADA, Aug. 21:
Endowments Minister
Anam Ramanarayana
Reddy said that better fa-
cilities and services would
be made available to devo-
tees at Indrakeeladri before
the upcoming Dasara festi-

Lot

val. On Friday, he inaugu-
rated new Annadanam
buildings constructed at a
cost of 752 crore at the foot-
hills of Indrakeeladri.
Speaking later, Minister
Anam said the buildings
had been designed to ac-
commodate 800 devotees at

atime for meals. He also said
new technology was being
used in the mechanised
kitchen.

He said Annadanam is
being provided to around
3 crore devotees annually
at temples across Andhra
Pradesh. He recalled that
Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu had
directed officials to estab-
lish a second ghat road to
Indrakeeladri. A report re-
lated to the proposal was
being prepared and ten-
ders would be invited
soon, he said. The Kanchi
Peetham had requested
the installation of a 25-
foot statue of Adi
Shankaracharya along the
ghat road, and the govern-
ment had responded posi-
tively to the proposal, he
added. Minister Anam said
the number of devotees
visiting temples across

the state had increased.

Dasara Preparations
Begin: MP Kesineni
Chinni

Vijayawada MP Kesineni
Chinni said the new
Annadanam buildings had
been inaugurated with
funds of 750 crore. He said
the number of devotees vis-
iting the temple on
Indrakeeladri to seek the
blessings of the goddess
was increasing every day.
More development works
would be taken up on
Indrakeeladri in the coming
days, he said.

MP Kesineni Chinni said
Sharannavaratri celebra-
tions would begin in a few
days and arrangements for
the festival had already
commenced. Durga Temple
EO Sheena Naik and offi-
cials from various depart-
ments participated in the
programme.

Varalakshmi Uratam: Huge Rush
of Devotees at IlurgaTemnIe

From Our Staff Reporter
VIJAYAWADA, Aug. 21:
On the occasion of
Varalakshmi Vratam on the
Sravana Friday, a large num-
ber of devotees thronged
the Vijayawada Kanaka
Durga Temple atop
Indrakeeladri. Goddess
Durga is giving darshan to
devotees in the form of
Goddess Varalakshmi. With
devotees arriving in large
numbers for the darshan,
temple authorities cancelled
the Antaralaya Darshan in
view of the heavy rush.
Indrakeeladri reverberated
with chants of “Jai Durga,
Jai Jai Durga.” On the occa-
sion of Varalakshmi Vratam,
several temples across the
state, along with the Durga
temple, were packed with
devotees. Devotees began
arriving at the temples early
in the morning and per-
formed special prayers. Col-
lective Varalakshmi Vratams
were also conducted at sev-

eral temples.
Eluru district: Sravana
Friday rituals were per-

formed at the Kunkullamma

Temple in Dwaraka
Tirumala. Goddess
Kunkullamma appeared be-
fore devotees in
Shakambari Devi
Alankaram. A special
Chandi Homam was also
performed at the temple.
Devotees had darshan of
the goddess and received
sacred offerings.

West Godavari: Goddess
Mavullamma at Bhimavaram
was decorated with four
lakh bangles. On the occa-
sion of Sravana Friday and
Varalakshmi Vratam, temple
priests and officials gave
the goddess a special deco-

ration using the bangles
offered by devotees.

Nellore: Sravana Friday
celebrations were held
grandly across the district.
Temples were crowded with
women devotees. Special
pujas, special worship and
collective Varalakshmi
Vratams were conducted at
temples.

Tirupati: A collective
Varalakshmi Vratam was
organised at the
Tatayyagunta Gangamma
Temple, with a large num-
ber of devotees participat-
ing. The goddess was spe-
cially adorned with bangles
and a diamond crown.

Meanwhile, Varalakshmi
Vratam was conducted
grandly at the Asthana
Mandapam  of  the
Tiruchanur Padmavathi
Ammavari Temple, with a
large number of devotees
attending.

Visakhapatnam: Special
pujas were performed at vari-
ous goddess temples on the
occasion of the second Fri-
day of the Sravana month.
Collective Varalakshmi
Vratams were also con-
ducted. A large number of
devotees visited the Sri
Kanaka Mahalakshmi and
Sri Kanyaka Parameswari
temples.

Shiva Temple Foundation-Laying Ceremony Held
in Tulluru; Minister Narayana Offers Special Prayers

From Our Staff Reporter

AMARAVATI, Aug. 21:
Minister Narayana attended
the foundation-laying (re-
construction) ceremony of
a Shiva temple in Tulluru,
located in Andhra Pradesh’s
capital Amaravati. With
government support, villag-
ers are reconstructing the
centuries-old temple. The
minister performed special
prayers for the construction
of Sri Ganga Parvathi
Sametha Sri
Ramalingeswara Swamy
and Sri Bala Koteshwara
Swamy temples. Speaking
on the occasion, Narayana
said the Tulluru Shiva
temple holds great histori-

cal and spiritual signifi-
cance. He appreciated the
farmers of Tulluru for their
significant cooperation in
the capital’s land pooling
process. He said he had
also participated in the land
pooling as one among the
families of the capital’s farm-
ers. The minister said
Amaravati had regained its
status as the capital due to
the sacrifices made by farm-
ers. He recalled that farmers
had begun the
“Nyayasthanam to
Devasthanam” padayatra
from this very temple and
achieved success. He said
farmers and women had
faced numerous difficulties

under the previous govern-
ment. Narayana said devel-
opment works on the return-
able plots of farmers in
Amaravati were progressing
rapidly. He said buildings
under each project would be
completed and handed over

to the government every
month. He added that land
pooling in the capital would
be undertaken project-wise.
He said the government was
currently focusing on the
Sports City, railway track and
Inner Ring Road.
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EDITORIAL

Thousands of schools in rural areas across the country
are struggling with inadequate basic infrastructure, insuf-
ficient teachers and several other shortcomings. Yet, those
in power are paying little attention. If their children were
made to study in rural schools even for a few days, they
would understand the hardships faced by students. There-
fore, the Cockroach Janata Party (CJP) has called upon
people to launch a movement to force those in power to
act and improve schools in rural areas. To bring the poor
condition of rural schools to the government’s attention
and trigger action, the founders of the Cockroach Janata
Party launched a campaign called “School Theek Karo”.
On the one hand, Rs.8,452 crore is reportedly lying in the
Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance and Relief in Emer-
gency Situations (PM CARES) Fund, while on the other,
schoolchildren are crying out for basic facilities in their
schools. In such circumstances, the party asks why PM
CARES funds cannot be used for school development. It
costs at least ?8 crore to construct a fully equipped school
building. With 78,452 crore in the PM CARES Fund, more
than 1,000 schools could be built, the party founder points
out. The PM CARES Fund was created to assist people
during emergencies. However, the lack of transparency
in the management and utilisation of these funds has raised
several questions among the public. Large amounts con-
tinue to remain unspent. In such a situation, it would be
worthwhile to use these funds for urgent development
works such as improving schools. For such action to hap-
pen, apolitical organisations like the Cockroach Janata
Party will have to mobilise public pressure and force the
government to respond. According to the UDISE+2024—
25 report, India has a total of 14,71,473 schools across all
areas, while parliamentary data shows that there are
12,34,788 schools in rural areas. Of these, more than
1,04,000 schools are being run with just a single teacher.
Remarkably, 89% of these schools are located in rural
areas. Since a single teacher has to teach several classes
simultaneously, the quality of education is affected. Rural
schools in states such as Bihar and Jharkhand are over-
crowded. In Jharkhand, the student-teacher ratio has re-
portedly reached as high as 47:1. Many rural areas de-
pend heavily on contract teachers or teachers without
adequate professional training.

Around 1.19 lakh schools do not have electricity. This
not only prevents digital learning but also deprives stu-
dents of a proper learning environment. According to a
recent NITI Aayog review, around 8,592 schools do not
have toilets for girls. More than 61,000 schools have toi-
lets that are in an unusable condition. The absence of
safe and private menstrual hygiene facilities is forcing
some girls to drop out of school as early as Class 8. Around
59,829 schools lack handwashing facilities, increasing the
risk of disease transmission. About 1.19 lakh schools con-
tinue to function without electricity connections. Only
44.9% of rural schools have internet facilities. Computer
labs are also frequently found locked. Power shortages,
lack of internet connectivity and shortage of staff with
computer skills appear to be the major reasons. More
than 51% of schools do not have science laboratories. As
aresult, students receive little practical exposure and are
forced to depend largely on theoretical and rote learning.

More than 60% of schools lack facilities such as ramps
and separate toilets for children with special needs, mak-
ing it difficult for students with disabilities. In the absence
of benches and desks, students are sometimes forced to
sit on wet floors. Many primary schools suffer from leaking
roofs, cracked walls, delays in construction works and
several other problems. During the rainy season, some
buildings have to be abandoned altogether. Shortages of
resources, funds and professionally qualified teachers con-
tinue in many areas. Problems such as delayed payment
of salaries are discouraging teachers, and frequent ab-
senteeism from classrooms is being reported. Officials
continue to focus primarily on student enrolment rather
than ensuring basic infrastructure. Increasing enrolment
alone cannot be the measure of progress in the education
system. Quality education can be provided only when
every school has electricity, toilets, clean drinking water,
laboratories, libraries and accessible facilities for students
with disabilities. The Central Government is allocating only
around 4.3% of GDP to education. Experts recommend
raising education spending to 6% of GDP. Compared with
the target set under the National Education Policy (NEP),
the allocation can be considered significantly inadequate.

Than Any New Military Agreement

The much-publicised Mecca
Joint Defence Agreement be-
tween Saudi Arabia, Turkey
and Pakistan has understand-
ably attracted attention in dip-
lomatic and strategic circles. It
is being presented by some as
a significant new security align-
ment in the Middle East and
even compared with a regional
version of NATO. For India,
however, there is little reason
to overreact or alter the funda-
mentals of its foreign policy
because of this arrangement.
The agreement says that an
armed attack against one will
be regarded as an attack against
all. But merely importing a prin-
ciple associated with NATO
does not, by itself, make this
agreement strategically mean-
ingful. The three countries do
not share a common border,
have different strategic calcu-
lations and more importantly,
the agreement does not clearly
define its purpose, its applica-
bility or the circumstances in
which the three countries
would actually act together.
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan al-
ready had a bilateral defence
understanding, while Turkey
has its own regional ambitions.

Larger Strategic Purpose

The more important question
is why this alliance has been
created now and whose larger
strategic interests it serves.
Pakistan appears to have pur-
sued the agreement not merely
for its own immediate survival
but as part of a longer-term
strategy to regain relevance in
the Muslim world and secure
economic and diplomatic sup-
port. For Pakistan's military es-
tablishment, it also provides an
opportunity to project a narra-
tive that the country's army has
acquired a stronger regional
role. The fact that US President
Donald Trump has appreciated
the arrangement is significant.
It indicates that Washington
sees value in bringing Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia and Turkey into a

framework that serves wider
American strategic interests. In
the longer term, such an ar-
rangement could provide the
US with another instrument
through which Pakistan can
become useful in future re-
gional contingencies. So, the
deeper strategic purpose may
be less about creating an inde-
pendent military alliance and
more about creating a frame-
work that can serve others in-
terests in the Middle East, par-
ticularly in relation to Iran. By
bringing three predominantly
Muslim countries together and
presenting the arrangement in
the language of collective de-
fence, the pact could contrib-
ute to the continuing fragmen-
tation and consolidation of the
Muslim world into competing
camps. This is especially sig-
nificant because Iran remains
the major regional power that
any future Middle East secu-
rity architecture will have to
balance. The pact should there-
fore not be seen simply as a

o

5

Saudi-Turkey-Pakistan initia-
tive. Its longer-term implica-
tions need to be viewed in the
context of the interests of the
US and other Western coun-
tries and their future engage-
ment with the region.

Pakistan's Ambition And Its
Limitations

Pakistan cannot afford to
carry such a strategic burden
for long. Its own economic
condition remains fragile, while
its army has to deal with enor-
mous internal security chal-
lenges. A substantial propor-
tion of Pakistan's population is
Shia, while the country itself
has historically struggled with
sectarian and ethnic divisions.
Presenting this arrangement as
a consolidation of Sunni Mus-
lim power carries its own risks.
Pakistan may gain financial as-
sistance and diplomatic space
from Saudi Arabia and Turkey,
but neither country can realis-
tically become a substitute for
Pakistan's own economic re-
forms. The agreement favours
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Pakistan's military establish-
ment more than its long-term
economic interests. General
Asim Munir can use it to project
an image of a stronger Pakistani
army and a stronger regional
relationship, but strengthening
the military at the expense of
the civilian economy is unlikely
to serve Pakistan in the longer
run. Nor can the agreement
make Israel a common enemy.
The US remains friendly with
Saudi Arabia and maintains a
strategic relationship with Is-
rael. Saudi Arabia itself has its
own interests and is unlikely to
enter an open-ended confron-
tation with Israel or Iran simply
because Pakistan wants a larger
role. Turkey, too, has its own
calculations.

The Missing UAE Question

There is another important
omission: the UAE. Any Gulf
security arrangement that
does not include the UAE
cannot be regarded as a com-
prehensive regional arrange-
ment. The UAE has rapidly

emerged as one of the most
important economic, trading
and strategic powers in the
Gulf. It has created an excep-
tionally business-friendly
ecosystem, attracting entre-
preneurs, investors and glo-
bal businesses. Its port and
logistics network, particularly
the development of Fujairah,
is strategically important be-
cause Fujairah provides ac-
cess to the Gulf of Oman with-
out depending on the Strait
of Hormuz. This gives the
UAE an increasingly impor-
tant role in future Gulf trade,
logistics and energy security.
The exclusion of the UAE
raises questions about how
far the Mecca arrangement
can actually become a wider
Gulf security architecture.
Meanwhile, India should not
fall into the trap of assuming
that Muslim countries will au-
tomatically stand closer to Pa-
kistan because of religion.
India's experience in the Gulf
tells a different story.

Congress's latest CWC reso-
lution to restrict Vande
Mataram to its first two stan-
zas is not merely a dispute
about a song. It raises a larger
question: can a political com-
promise adopted by the Con-
gress in the intensely commu-
nal circumstances of 1937 now
be placed above the constitu-
tional and statutory framework
of the Republic of India? The
answer has to be no. And Con-
gress should perhaps revisit
what one of its own tallest lead-
ers, C. Rajagopalachari, wrote
in 1939, before repeating the
very mistake he had warned
against. In January 1939, Rajaji
wrote to Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel about the concessions
being made over Vande
Mataram: “These concessions
will not save the situation... If
we set them forth as conces-
sions they will only become
points for further agitations
and will make no gain for peace.
On the other hand, the conces-
sions may give rise to a weak-
ening of Hindu psychology
and produce depression all
around.” The passage is repro-
duced in  Sabyasachi
Bhattacharya's Vande
Mataram: The Biography of a
Song (2013) and in the Selected
Works of C. Rajagopalachari.
Rajaji was not writing with hind-
sight. He was watching the
communal politics of the time
unfold. His warning was
simple: concessions made un-
der communal pressure would
not necessarily produce peace;
they could become the starting
point for further demands.

The chronology matters.

In 1937, Muhammad Ali
Jinnah and the Muslim League
made Vande Mataram a political
issue. Congress leaders were
themselves divided over how to
respond. Jawaharlal Nehru, writ-
ing to Subhas Chandra Bose
that October, acknowledged that
the Anandamath background of
the song “may provoke Mus-
lims”. There were also genuine

concerns among some Con-
gress leaders about the reli-
gious imagery in the later
verses, and Tagore and Gandhi
had reservations about their
use in mixed political gather-
ings. Congress consequently
decided in 1937 that only the
first two stanzas would be sung
at its national gatherings. But
that was a political accommoda-
tion in a particular historical cir-
cumstance. It was not a consti-
tutional amendment. It was not
an Act of Parliament. And it cer-
tainly was not a permanent veto
over how independent India
would honour its National
Song. Indeed, Rajaji's 1939 warn-
ing demonstrates that even
within Congress there was a
serious understanding of the
danger of allowing such con-
cessions to become precedents.
The broader history is equally
instructive. The Muslim
League's objections did not end
with Vande Mataram. The song
became part of a larger cata-
logue of allegations against
Congress governments - over
the Congress flag, language,
education and other matters.
Congress disputed these
charges, and Rajendra Prasad
even challenged Jinnah to have
them independently examined
by a judicial committee headed
by Sir Maurice Gwyer, Chief Jus-
tice of the Federal Court. The les-
son is not that every Muslim ob-
jection should have been ignored.
The lesson is that communal veto
cannot become the organising
principle of national life.

Independent India subse-
quently made its own deci-
sion.

On 24 January 1950, Dr
Rajendra Prasad, presiding
over the Constituent Assembly,
declared that Jana Gana Mana
would be the National Anthem
and that Vande Mataram,
“which has played a historic
part in the struggle for Indian
freedom, shall be honoured
equally with Jana Gana Mana
and shall have equal status

with it.” The Assembly re-
sponded with applause. That
is the constitutional-era settle-
ment Congress should respect.
And now there is an even more
important development that
Congress cannot simply wish
away. In 2026, Parliament
amended the Prevention of In-
sults to National Honour Act,
1971, to extend statutory pro-
tection to the National Song,
Vande Mataram, on par with the
National Anthem. The
amended law makes intention-
ally preventing its singing or
causing disturbance to an as-
sembly engaged in its singing
punishable under the Act. Par-
liament passed the amendment
in July 2026. The Government
has also prescribed an official
protocol for the rendition of the
National Song, including its full
six-stanza version at specified
official occasions. The full
Vande Mataram was conse-
quently sung at the Red Fort
on Independence Day this year.

So the Congress cannot now
decide that its party functions
will adhere to a different rendi-
tion of the National Song when
Parliament has legislated differ-
ently. A CWC resolution can-
not be placed above the con-
stitutional pronouncement of
1950 and the 2026 amendment
to the Prevention of Insults to
National Honour Act. Con-
gress is, of course, free to de-
bate history. It is free to have
political opinions. But it can-
not elevate a 1937 party reso-
lution above the subsequent
constitutional and statutory
framework of the Republic.
And Congress's present argu-
ment becomes even more curi-
ous when one applies its al-
leged principle consistently. If
the objection is genuinely to
religious or Hindu civilisational
imagery in public songs, why
is Vande Mataram singled out?

Karnataka's state anthem,
Jaya Bharata Jananiya
Tanujate, invokes Raghava and
Madhusudhana, the Vedas,

Kapila, Patanjali and Gautama,
besides Shankara, Ramanuja
and Madhvacharya, and in-
vokes Karnataka Maate -
Mother Karnataka. Tamil
Nadu's Tamil Thai Vazhthu is
an invocation to Tamil Thai -
Mother Tamil, and is officially
designated as the state song.
Andhra Pradesh's Maa Telugu
Talliki literally means “To Our
Mother Telugu”, personifying
Telugu as a mother and cel-
ebrating the region's
civilisational and historical in-
heritance.

Will Congress now demand
that Karnataka's anthem be
shortened because it contains
Hindu civilisational references?

Will it demand that Tamil
Nadu remove the invocation to
Mother Tamil?

Will it ask Andhra Pradesh to
rewrite Maa Telugu Talliki?

Or does this supposedly
non-negotiable “secular” veto
apply only to Vande Mataram?

India has never understood
its public culture through such
a narrow lens. Tamil Thai,
Telugu Talli, Karnataka Maate
and Vande Mataram all belong
to a civilisational vocabulary in
which the motherland and
mother tongue are personified
and revered. If Congress has a
principled objection, let it ap-
ply that principle uniformly.
But if it remains silent when
comparable imagery appears in
state anthems and discovers its
“principle” only when con-
fronting Vande Mataram, Indi-
ans are entitled to ask whether
this is really about secularism
or about expedient Muslim ap-
peasement and vote-bank poli-
tics. There is another historical
fact Congress cannot erase.

Vande Mataram acquired a
life far larger than the literary
context in which Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay wrote
it. It became one of the great
battle cries of India's freedom
struggle. Madam Bhikaji Cama
carried “Vande Mataram” on
the flag she displayed at

Stuttgart in 1907. Madan Lal
Dhingra reportedly uttered
“Bande Mataram” before his
execution in 1909. The cry be-
came inseparable from the anti-
colonial struggle.

One can acknowledge the
religious and literary context of
the later verses without pre-
tending that this is the whole
history of Vande Mataram.

The question before Con-
gress today is therefore much
larger than which two stanzas
it chooses to sing.

It is whether it will continue
to treat a 1937 political accom-
modation as a permanent article
of faith, even after the Constitu-
ent Assembly of independent
India accorded Vande Mataram
equal status with Jana Gana
Mana, and Parliament in 2026
extended statutory protection
to the National Song.

Rajaji understood the danger
in 1939. He warned that con-
cessions could become “points
for further agitations”.

Congress should not repeat
the politics he cautioned
against.

A CWC resolution is not the
Constitution of India.

A 1937 party compromise
cannot override the 1950 con-
stitutional settlement. And a
political party cannot place its
own historical resolution
above legislation enacted by
Parliament in 2026. If Congress
believes that religious imagery
must be removed from public
songs, let it apply that standard
everywhere. If it does not, then
it should have the honesty to
admit that its problem is not
really with religious imagery.

Its problem is with Vande
Mataram.

And that is why Indians are
entitled to ask whether the is-
sue is principle or the old poli-
tics of appeasement dressed up
as secularism.

Vande Mataram is not a Con-
gress song.

It is not a BJP song.

It belongs to India.
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Food Quality Row: Anganwadi Worker Resumes Duty

After Suspension Triggers Pnli!ig:a

WAL A

Mumbai: An anganwadi
worker who was sacked af-
ter she posted a video
claiming uncookable
foodgrains had caused
stomach pain in children
was reinstated on Friday
following backlash from
Opposition leaders, even as
a ruling party MLA ac-
knowledged that such qual-
ity issues existed statewide.
The Pune Zilla Parishad on
Friday reinstated Reshma
Pardhi, a tribal anganwadi
worker from Ambegaon
tehsil, after coming under
fire from the Opposition
parties. In a video posted
on social media in July,
Pardhi claimed that yellow
peas supplied for children's
mid-day meal had failed to
cook even after extensive
pressure cooking. She al-
leged that children suffered
stomach aches after eating
the food and subsequently

refused to consume it.
Pardhi noted that other
coarsely ground grains
supplied to the anganwadi
were equally difficult to
cook. She questioned the
feasibility of storing and
managing a four-month
supply under such condi-
tions. "I request the gov-
ernment not to play with our
children," Pardhi said in her
appeal, requesting Food
and Drug Administration
Commissioner Tukaram
Mundhe to intervene and
inspect the food supply.
Following this, the Pune
Zilla Parishad sought an
explanation from Pardhi, al-
leging that her video had
tarnished the image of the
state government. In her
written explanation submit-
ted on July 31, Pardhi said
she had raised the issue
with good intentions and
only wanted children to re-

ceive nutritious food. The
explanation, however, did
not satisfy the authorities
and she was sacked on Au-
gust 17, triggering sharp
criticism from opposition
parties. The development
also prompted ruling NCP
MLA and former state min-
ister Dilip Walse Patil to ac-
knowledge that complaints
about foodgrain quality
were not confined to
Ambegaon and that similar
concerns had emerged from
other parts of Maharashtra.
Walse Patil, who represents
the Ambegaon assembly
constituency, said the pro-
curement of  such
foodgrains was handled at
the commissioner or state
level and assured that he
would raise the matter with
the concerned secretary
and minister. "If the
anganwadi worker had
lodged an official complaint

with her superiors and did
not receive a response, the
officials responsible should
be held accountable," he
said.

NCP (SP) Lok Sabha
member Amol Kolhe, whose
Shirur constituency in-
cludes Ambegaon, attacked
the administration over its
decision to terminate
Pardhi. "Such action is ex-
tremely unfortunate. This is
a classic case of letting the
thief go free while punish-
ing the innocent," Kolhe
said, arguing that the
worker should instead have
been commended for expos-
ing the problem. Kolhe also
pointed to a recent incident
in Junnar taluka, where tur-
meric and chilli powder
used in children's meals
were allegedly found adul-
terated, and demanded a
state-level inquiry into the
quality of food supplied to
anganwadis and schools.
NCP (SP) MLA Rohit Pawar
also criticised the govern-
ment, saying the authorities
had targeted the worker in-
stead of the suppliers.
Amid the backlash, the
Pune Zilla Parishad on Fri-
day issued an order rein-
stating Pardhi and cancel-
ling the earlier termination
order. The order said
Pardhi had been terminated
as a disciplinary measure
but subsequently filed an
appeal before the govern-
ment and submitted an
apology for her mistakes.

Guwahati: Assam Chief
Minister Dr Himanta Biswa
Sarma met with Union Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in New Delhi to
discuss the state's ongoing
recovery and relief opera-
tions following recent
floods. During the discus-
sion at Kartavya Bhawan,
the Chief Minister provided
a comprehensive update on
the flood situation, focus-
ing on current damage as-
sessments across affected
districts—particularly
Sivasagar, Charaideo, and
Jorhat. He detailed the
state's strategic roadmap for
rehabilitation, rebuilding
infrastructure, and restor-
ing livelihoods for dis-
placed and affected families.
Chief Minister Sarma ex-
pressed appreciation for
the Union Finance
Minister's receptiveness,
noting that she listened to

Assam's concerns with
deep attention and sensi-
tivity. Following the brief-
ing, the Union Finance
Minister assured the state
government of the central
administration's backing.

She stated that the Govern-
ment of India remains com-
mitted to standing along-
side Assam to help im-
pacted households rebuild
their lives and homes. The
state government contin-

ues to prioritise relief de-
livery, damage evaluation,
and long-term livelihood
restoration in the worst-hit
regions as part of its on-
going flood response ini-
tiatives.

‘Marathi Seekh Lo, Nahi Toh...":

Mumbai Auto Driver Seen Pushing Rickshaw Into Train,

Allegedly Trying

Mumbai: A bizarre video
of men apparently trying to
push an autorickshaw into
a train has gone viral on
social media, with the foot-
age being shared amid
Maharashtra’s ongoing
Marathi language row. The
unusual scene has sparked
a wave of reactions online
after the state government
launched its first major en-
forcement drive to check
whether autorickshaw and
taxi drivers can demonstrate
practical knowledge of
Marathi. The video was
posted by Instagram user
@pawanraja808080 and
shows a group of men at-
tempting to shove an
autorickshaw into what ap-
pears to be a train’s luggage
section. The bizarre effort
was described by Pawan as
an attempt by drivers to flee
Maharashtra following the
RTO’s action. “Bhaiyon,
RTO ki karawhi ke baad,
marathi na seekhne waale
dekho apni auto leke train
me jabardasti ghusa ke
bhaag rahe hai apne gaon,”
Pawan said.

In English, he said: “Broth-

ers, after the RTO’s action,
look at those who don’t want

to learn Marathi. They are
forcing their auto into a train
and running back to their vil-
lages.” He further said, “Sabhi
log Marathi seekh lo warna
aapka bhi yahi haal hoga.
Bhaagne ki koi zarurat nahi
hai. Jab kamana khana yaha
hai toh marathi seekh lo.”
(“Everyone, learn Marathi,
otherwise this will be your
fate too. There is no need to
run away. If you earn your
living here, then learn
Marathi.”) While the video

To Flee Amid Marathi Language Row
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does not independently es-
tablish that the men were ac-
tually fleeing Maharashtra
because of the language re-
quirement, its timing has
given the footage a new con-
text online. The video
emerged as RTO flying
squads recently checked
1,430 autorickshaw and taxi
drivers across Mumbai. Offi-
cials issued show-cause no-
tices to 422 drivers who failed
to demonstrate the required
practical knowledge of
Marathi. The inspections
were conducted at major

transport hubs, including
Bandra, Goregaon, Kurla,
Dadar, Borivali, Wadala and
Andheri. The notices do not
mean immediate cancellation
or suspension of badges.
Drivers have been given one
month to acquire practical
Marathi skills and explain
why further action should
not be taken. Failure to com-
ply could lead to suspension
of their badges forup to three
months, while continued
non-compliance could even-
tually result in cancellation of
the badge and permit.

Jaipur: The school in-
spection drive by the Cock-
roach Janata Party (CJP)
turned violent in Rampura
Kanwarpura village near
Jaipur on Friday when a
team led by party spokes-
person Ashutosh Ranka
was allegedly confronted
and attacked by villagers.
The CJP workers had
reached the village to in-
spect the condition of the
government school as part
of'the party's ongoing cam-
paign against alleged poor
infrastructure and misman-
agement in government
schools. The team faced
strong opposition from lo-
cal residents and was alleg-
edly beaten and chased out
of the village. Their vehicles
were also reportedly pelted
with stones. Ranka alleged
that villagers damaged mo-
bile phones and vehicles
belonging to the CJP work-
ers and assaulted a woman
party worker accompanying
the team. Five CJP workers,
including Ranka, were re-
portedly injured and taken
to SMS Hospital for treat-
ment. The party had
planned to inspect
Bhattawala Government
School on Vatika Road, but
the visit was cancelled fol-
lowing the confrontation.
Ranka issued a 48-hour ul-
timatum for the arrest of
those responsible and ac-
cused BJP workers of being
behind the attack. He alleged
that the incident was aimed
at preventing the CJP from
highlighting the condition of
government schools.

“Today the entire coun-
try witnessed the BJP's
hooliganism live. This hap-
pened at the behest of Edu-
cation Minister Madan
Dilawar. We are giving a 48-
hour ultimatum. The attack-
ers should be arrested and
the order to restrict school
inspections should be with-

I
CJP School Inspection Drive
Turns Violent In Jaipur Village

drawn, or else we will pro-
test across Rajasthan and
demand Dilawar's resigna-
tion,” Ranka said. CJP
worker Shivangi Sharma al-
leged that party workers
were assaulted and called
"terrorists" and "Naxalites"
during the confrontation.
Before this incident, some
of CJP workers had reached
the village around 8 a.m.,
where they were allegedly
jostled and forced to leave.
Villagers later staged a sit-
in outside the government
school, raised anti-CJP slo-
gans, and blocked the main
village road with tractor-trol-
leys.

The villagers opposed
the entry of the CJP team,
saying the government had
already sanctioned around
Rs 12.50 lakh for repair work
at the school. Villager
Rajesh Kumar Sharma al-
leged that the school issue
was being used to gain po-
litical mileage while main-
taining that locals were
themselves concerned
about the condition of the
school. “The government
has sanctioned a budget of
approximately Rs 12 lakh,
but construction of the
school has not yet begun.
If the government does not
initiate construction soon,
the villagers will build the
school themselves, as their
elders had donated the land
for the school, but we will

not allow any outsiders to
come here,” Sharma said. On
the issue of the alleged ab-
sence of police force dur-
ing the incident, the
Shivdaspura police station
SHO Rajesh Gautam said
the CJP workers were
peacefully turned away by
villagers when they first ar-
rived in the morning, and
there was no law-and-order
situation at that time. How-
ever, when the workers re-
turned later, the villagers
became angry and con-
fronted them. Police
reached the spot, but the
CJP workers had already
left the village, the SHO said.
Education Minister Madan
Dilawar hit back at the CJP
over the incident and ac-
cused the party of creating
disturbances. “Everyone
saw the way the Cockroach
Janata Party workers cre-
ated a disturbance at Jantar
Mantar. They created an
obscene atmosphere. They
want to create a similar at-
mosphere in Rajasthan.
Who will tolerate the dis-
ruption in children's educa-
tion? That's why the pro-
tests happened. The cock-
roaches hid their faces and
ran away. They are using
Madan Dilawar to vent their
embarrassment,” Dilawar
said. Congress state presi-
dent Govind Singh Dotasara
condemned the incident
and backed the CJP work-

ers, alleging that those in-
volved were BJP workers
rather than ordinary villag-
ers. “They were BJP work-
ers, not villagers. BJP work-
ers will oppose any work
that is in the public inter-
est. They will only follow
orders from the top. If any-
one is prevented from go-
ing to school or attacked,
we condemn it. Congress
will stand with everyone
who is troubled by this
government,” Dotasara
said. The confrontation
comes amid the ongoing
controversy over the
Rajasthan government's
decision to restrict the en-
try of outsiders, including
media personnel, into gov-
ernment schools. The gov-
ernment primary school in
Rampura is reportedly in
poor condition. The origi-
nal school building has de-
teriorated to the extent that
children are no longer
studying there. Iron angles
have been installed on the
roof as a safety measure,
while classes have been
shifted to a temporary facil-
ity around 50 metres away.
Children are currently study-
ing under a tin shed, while
animal fodder has reportedly
been piled up near the tem-
porary facility. Bricks have
also fallen from the walls of
the old building, highlight-
ing the poor condition of the
school's infrastructure.

Bengaluru Police Intercept Gar Carrying Rs.9 Crore
To Tamil Nadu Based On IT Tip-0

Bengaluru: Based on a
tip-off from the Income Tax
department, Bengaluru po-
lice have intercepted a
Kerala-registered car carry-
ing Rs.9 crore unaccounted
cash near Electronic City,
which was heading towards
Hosur. One of the two per-
sons travelling in the car has
been identified as Sachin, a
jeweller from Tuticorin in
Tamil Nadu, and the IT offi-
cials, after raiding his pre-
mises, have recovered ad-
ditional Rs.1.3 crore unac-
counted cash. Bengaluru,
Karnataka: Income Tax offi-
cials seized Rs.9 crore in
cash from a car travelling
from Bengaluru to Hosur.
The vehicle was inter-
cepted by Electronic City
Police at the request of the
Deputy Director of Income
Tax, Bengaluru. Two per-
sons, including Sachin (42)
from Sindhu.

The incident took place

i
By
1

on Aug 18 night at around
10.30 pm, when the Kerala-
registered Hyundai Creta
car passed through the
Electronic City toll gate near
Electronic City. The IT Unit
22  Deputy Director
Jagadish tipped off the po-
lice about the huge amount
of cash being transported
in the Kerala-registered car.

The

beat constables
stopped the car and found
Rs.9 crore cash, all in Rs.500
denominations, in the car.
The car occupants tried to
tell the police that the money
belonged to them and were
taking it to purchase land.
By then, the IT officials ar-
rived and started asking
questions about the ac-

counts for the money. It was
learnt that Sachin (42), one
of the occupants of the car,
owned Sindhu Jewellers at
Tuticorin, and the identity
of the other passenger is
yet to be released. When
Sachin's premises were
raided, the IT officials re-
covered another Rs.1.3
crore unaccounted money.

Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar: Boy Jumps From
Mountain, Parents Die While Trying To Save Him

Chhatrapati Sambhaji
nagar: Three members of a
family died in a tragic inci-
dent at Khawayla Dongar in
the Tisgaon area of
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar
on Friday. An 18-year-old
boy who had gone to the
mountain with an apparent
intention to end his life
jumped from a height. His
father fell while trying to
save him, and his mother
later jumped from the moun-
tain after witnessing the
deaths. The deceased have
been identified as 18-year-
old Kunal Muralidhar
Chandwade, his father
Muralidhar Chandwade and
mother Sangeeta
Chandwade. The family was
reportedly from the Devlai-

Satara area. According to
nearby residents, Kunal
had been on the
mountain since
around 10 am and
was seen moving i
around the area. ||
When  residents
realised that he might
attempt suicide, they
tried to persuade him
to return safely. Infor-
mation about the incident
soon spread in the nearby
area, following which his
parents and other residents
reached the spot.
Muralidhar and the resi-
dents repeatedly tried to
convince Kunal not to take
the extreme step. Witnesses
said that Muralidhar stayed
near his son and tried to rea-

son with him for around 20
minutes. However, Kunal

did not respond to their
pleas. Muralidhar eventually
moved closer to Kunal in an
attempt to grab and save him.
Kunal suddenly jumped
from the mountain. While
trying to catch his son,
Muralidhar lost his balance
and fell into the deep gorge
along with him. Both father
and son died in the fall.

Sangeeta was also present
at the spot when the inci-
dent occurred. After
seeing her husband
and son fall to their
deaths, she was re-
portedly left in shock.
She then jumped from
the mountain and
died. Police and fire
brigade personnel
also reached the spot
after receiving information
about the incident. The
deaths of all three family
members left residents and
others present at the scene
shocked. The reason behind
Kunal's decision to take the
extreme step is not yet
known. Police are investigat-
ing the circumstances that
led to the incident.
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Gangster, Out On Bail, Killed By Fellow
Gangster. They Loved The Same Woman

Nagpur:A 27-year-old
notorious criminal, who
had been released on bail
two weeks earlier, was
stabbed to death by his
friend and fellow gangster
in Nagpur over a dispute
involving a woman they
both were allegedly in love
with, police said.

The incident was re-
ported from the Sundarban
area of Narendra Nagar in
the city.

Gaurav Pankaj Ragde was
stabbed to death allegedly
by Gaurav Rambhau Raut
and  his associate,
Abhishek Wasnik.

The victim, an accused in
the infamous 'Gamchu' mur-
der case in Nagpur, faced
charges for several serious
offenses, including dacoity.
Records at the Ajni Police
Station indicate that ap-
proximately nine cases, in-
cluding murder and at-
tempted murder, had been
registered against him.

The accused, Raut and
Wasnik, are also implicated
in separate murder cases.

Police sources say the

victim, who was out on bail,
had been in a romantic rela-
tionship for the past two
years with a woman named
'Rani' (name changed),
originally from Mumbai.

However, while Ragde
was in jail, Raut - originally
from Kalamb (Yavatmal) -
came into contact with Rani,
and the two developed a
close relationship, sources
said.

Rani, who wished to dis-
tance herself from the world
of crime, started a cloud
kitchen business in the
Narendra Nagar area with
Raut and the two had been
living in a rented house
nearby.

Gaurav Ragde was infuri-
ated when he learned about
these developments,
sources said.

On Thursday afternoon,
Rani visited Gaurav Raut's
home, where other friends
of Raut were also present
and partying with her.

Upon learning this, a fu-
rious Gaurav Ragde rushed
to Raut's house, sources
said.

Finding the door locked,
Ragde began throwing
stones at the house. It is
alleged that an intoxicated
Ragde abused Raut and
vandalised the room,
smashing glass objects.
Raut and his friends initially
tried to escape through the
back door to save their
lives, sources said, adding
that Ragde, intent on set-
tling a score, chased them.
A violent fight broke out
between Ragde and Raut
on a culvert near the
Sundarban Nala in
Narendranagar. During the
fight, Ragde fell down.
Raut's associate, Vasnik,
arrived at the scene.
Amidst the fight, they
snatched the knife from
Ragde and inflicted mul-
tiple wounds on him,
sources said. As soon as
he collapsed to the ground,
the accused fled the scene.
Bystanders, with some
even recording the event
on their mobile phones,
raised an alarm. Two police
personnel, who were on
patrol duty nearby, arrived

at the scene. Officers
Manish Bhalme and Naresh
Sawankar from the Ajni
police station rushed to the
spot. While Sawankar
stayed at the scene,
Bhalme gave chase to the
accused in a dramatic pur-
suit. After chasing him for
approximately 1.5 kilome-
ters, Bhalme managed to
pin down the accused,
Gaurav Raut. The knife
used in the crime was also
recovered from his posses-
sion. Upon receiving news
of the incident, Police In-
spector Nitinchandra
Rajkumar and his team,
along with Beltarodi police
officer Prabhakar Kawale
and his squad, arrived at
the location. Additional
Commissioner of Crime
Branch Rajendra Dahake,
Additional Commissioner
Vasant Pardeshi, In-charge
Police Commissioner
Rishikesh Singaregi, and
ACP Narendra Hivare also
reached the site with their
respective teams. However,
the police faced a dilemma
regarding which station
should register the case.
While the fight began
within the jurisdiction of
the Ajni police station, the
murder itself was commit-
ted within the limits of the
Beltarodi police station;
consequently, the murder
case was registered at the
Beltarodi police station.
Meanwhile, the injured per-
son was taken to the hos-
pital, where doctors de-
clared him dead after an ini-
tial examination. The roles
of other accused individu-
als in this murder case are
now also being investi-
gated.

CCTYV Shows Moment Lucknow
Man Shot Wife Outside ICICI Bank

Lucknow: Accessed the
CCTV footage from outside
the ICICI bank in Lucknow
where a man shot his wife

on Thursday. The CCTV
footage shows the exact
moment when Manas
Vajpayee, an SBI bank em-
ployee, shot his wife Divya
Mishra outside ICICI Bank
branch in city's upscale
Gomti Nagar area around
noon. The footage from
outside the bank branch,
where Divya Mishra
worked, shows Manas
physically stopping her
from going inside the bank.
CCTV Shows Moment
Lucknow Man Shot Wife
Outside ICICI Bank
Eyewitnesses told police
that 38-year-old Manas
Vajpayee called his wife
Divya outside bank where
she worked, spoke to her for
a few minutes before shoot-
ing her and escaping the
scene. Divya was rushed to
hospital where she was de-
clared brought dead, police
said. Footage shows that
some bank staff rushed out
to intervene in Manas and
Divya's altercation. Manas
is seen physically assault-
ing Divya in front of the
bank gate. The staff is then
seen rushing back inside in
panic as Manas shoots
Divya. Divya and Manas
married 12 years ago, but
were living separately for
over a year. According to in-
formation, Divya had filed
for divorce last year. Manas

allegedly accused Divya of
cheating on her. The double
murder and suicide case
had sent shockwaves in
Lucknow on Thursday. Po-
lice said that Manas also
shot his 28-year-old sister
Shiva Vajpayee, who report-
edly was dealing with men-
tal health issues. Manas,
before killing himself, had
put a WhatsApp status an-
nouncing that he had killed
his wife and sister. "Today
I killed my wife who cheated
on me. Now I have to kill

myself and my sister... her
sister Pragya and Bharat
know everything," read the
WhatsApp status. "A pre-
liminary investigation sug-
gested that a family dispute
led to the killings, and fur-
ther investigation was un-
derway," Lucknow Police
Commissioner Tarun Gauba
said. Police said Manas re-
turned home within minutes
of shooting his wife, later
posted a WhatsApp status,
and then shot his sister and
himself. Manas wrote that

he intended to kill himself
and his sister, and alleged
that Divya's sister, Pragya,
and her husband Bharat
Yadav knew everything
about the matter. Luvkush,
who runs a restaurant
rented on the premises
where Manas lived, told
NDTYV that he saw him rush-
ing into the residence, pro-
fusely sweating, apparently
after the shooting occurred
near the bank. "I even asked
him, 'bhaiya, what's the mat-
ter? You appear stressed.'
But he told me that it was
nothing, just some office is-
sues. Then he went inside,"
the restaurant owner said.
People working at the res-
taurant said after entering
the house, he locked the
door. "Then he played the
Hanuman Chalisa at a high
volume on the television.
We could hear it. When the
door was opened after the
incident, the Hanuman
Chalisa was still playing
loudly," they said. Neighb
ours, who heard two gun-
shots, reached the house and
broke open the door, where
they found the bodies.

"Don't Know If She's Dead": Mumbai Boy
Stabs Woman, Confesses On Camera

Mumbai:In a shocking
incident, a minor in
Mumbai stabbed a
woman after allegedly be-
ing provoked by her
threats, and later re-
corded a video confess-
ing to his crime. The in-
cident happened in the
Dahisar area of Mumbai.
The teenager had
allegdly exposed a mari-
juana cultivation opera-
tion running inside a
house. According to of-
ficials, the woman, iden-
tified as Suman Thakur,
played a role in the ille-
gal business. At around
9 pm on Thursday, the
minor stabbed the woman
repeatedly with a knife,
causing life-threatening
injuries. The incident at
Lane No. 4 of Ganpat Patil
Nagar, which falls under

the jurisdiction of the
Borivali MHB Police Sta-
tion, comes days after an
illegal marijuana cultiva-
tion unit was exposed.
The boy who stabbed the
woman had a link in ex-
posing the unit. Accord-
ing to him, the victim
Suman Thakur was re-
peatedly threatening him
and his family members
after that incident. A
video of the aftermath of
the incident, accessed by
NDTYV, shows the injured
woman covered in blood.
What was more shocking
is the fact that the ac-
cused minor did not run
away from the scene af-
ter committing the crime.
Instead, he pulled out his
camera and recorded a
video of himself con-
fessing to the crime. In

the video, the boy said
that he and his family
members had filed a com-
plaint against the people
growing marijuana near a
creek near their house
but no action was being
taken against them. Af-
ter the exposure, Suman
Thakur allegedly came to
the boy's house and began
threatening him and his
family."So I stabbed her. I
don't know if she is dead
or alive, but I did stab her,"
he said. The Borivali MHB
police arrived at the scene
after receiving information
about the incident. An in-
vestigation has been
launched based on the
confession video. Police
are probing every angle of
the case, including mari-
juana smuggling and at-
tempted murder.

NHAI's New Rs 350 Monthly Toll Pass:
Eligibility, Benefits And How To Apply

The National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
has expanded its digital
FASTag Local Pass facility
to 121 toll plazas across the
country, allowing eligible
local commuters to apply for
a monthly pass online. The
new facility means eligible
commuters no longer need
to visit a toll plaza in per-
son or submit physical
documents to apply for the
Local Pass. Applications
can be made through the
Rajmargyatra mobile
app.The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
said in a government state-
ment that the initiative is
aimed at making National
Highway travel more con-
venient and citizen-friendly.

‘Who can get the Rs 350
monthly pass?

The Local Pass is meant
for residents who live
within a 20 km radius of an
eligible toll plaza. Eligible
commuters can use the pass
for unlimited travel through
the respective toll plaza
during the month, subject
to the applicable rules. The
monthly Local Pass, start-
ing from Rs 350, is espe-
cially beneficial for commut-
ers who regularly cross the
same toll plaza for work,
daily errands, or other rou-
tine journeys. However, the
pass is not available at ev-
ery toll plaza. Commuters
first need to check whether
their toll plaza is among the
121 locations covered by
the digital facility.

How to apply through the
Rajmargyatra app

The application process
has been moved online. Eli-

gible commuters can apply
for the Local Pass through
the Rajmargyatra mobile
app. The government state-
ment said the system uses
consent-based integration
with digital government
platforms  such as
DigiLocker and VAHAN to
verify information including
the applicant's residential
address, vehicle details and
linked FASTag. The
applicant's eligibility is then
checked using GIS-based
verification to determine
whether the registered ad-
dress falls within the pre-
scribed 20 km radius of the
toll plaza. This means com-
muters do not have to sepa-
rately submit physical
documents to prove their
address if the required in-
formation can be verified
digitally.

‘What documents and de-
tails are checked?

The digital system re-
trieves relevant information
from government databases
after obtaining the
applicant's consent.

These include:
Residential address
Vehicle details

FASTag linked to the ve-
hicle

Location of the registered
address in relation to the toll
plaza

The Ministry said the use
of digital records and GIS
verification "eliminates the
need for manual documen-
tation and physical verifica-
tion".

Where is the digital Lo-
cal Pass available?

NHALI has extended the
facility to 121 toll plazas
across India. Commuters
can check the list of eligible
toll plazas through the
Rajmargyatra portal before
applying. The facility was
first introduced in July 2026
at the Mundka-Bakkarwala
Toll Plaza on Urban Exten-
sion Road-II (UER-II) in
Delhi. Following the initial
rollout, NHAI expanded it
to more than 120 toll plazas.
The government statement
said the facility will be rolled
out at additional toll plazas

in the coming months.

Why has NHAI intro-
duced the online system?

Earlier, people seeking a
Local Pass had to visit the
concerned toll plaza and
submit documents to es-
tablish that they lived
within the required 20 km
radius. The new digital
system is designed to re-
duce that paperwork and
make the process quicker
and more transparent. Ac-
cording to the government
statement, the initiative is
part of the Digital India vi-
sion and the effort to im-
prove the "Ease of Living"
for citizens. It also aims to
reduce manual interven-
tion and make the process
of determining eligibility
more consistent. For fre-
quent local commuters
who regularly use a cov-
ered toll plaza, the Rs 350
monthly pass offers a sim-
pler way to manage re-
peated toll crossings with-
out having to apply for a
pass physically each
month.

Father Tries To Pull Back Teen From CIliff
Edge, Both Fall. Then Mother Jumps

An 18-year-old man
stood on the edge of a hill
in Maharashtra on Friday,
prompting his parents and
others to spend nearly
three hours trying to per-
suade him to move to
safety. "l am going to jump,"
he kept threatening the par-
ents. The situation ended in
tragedy when the man fell
from the hill while his father
was attempting to inter-
vene. In panic the mother
also fell from the hill mo-
ments later. All three family
members died. The tragic
incident took place at
Khavda Hill in Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar district. The
three-hour ordeal, during
which the parents and oth-
ers tried to persuade the
teenager to step away from
the edge, was captured on
video by tourists and locals
at the site. It all began
around 10 am when the 18-
year-old, a resident of the
Devlai area, went to the
edge of the hill and threat-

ened to take his own life. For
nearly three hours, villagers
and his mother tried to rea-
son with him. They urged
him to think about his fu-
ture and his parents, but he
remained determined to take
his own life. The boy's fa-
ther, who had initially been
pleading with him from be-
low, climbed up the hill dur-
ing the final 15-20 minutes.
As the teenager continued

to move near the edge, the
father tried to talk him into
moving away from it. At
around 1 pm, he attempted
to grab his son, but the two
lost their balance and fell from
the hill. Moments later, the
panic-stricken mother also
fell from the hill. Police offi-
cials were present at the spot
and also tried to persuade the
teenager to move away from
the edge, but their efforts

were unsuccessful. Eyewit-
ness Sanjay Jadhav said the
parents and others had made
repeated attempts to per-
suade the teenager. "The par-
ents and others tried very
hard to make him understand,
but he didn't listen and kept
standing on the edge of the
hill. Police officials were also
there," Jadhav said. "The
mother kept pleading with
him not to jump," he said.

105-Year-Old Murder Convict Walks
Free As Supreme Court Closes (ase

New Delhi:Convict Rasik

Chandra Mondal, 105, can
now live as a free man as
the Supreme Court on Fri-
day made final its earlier or-
der granting bail to him in a
1988 murder case.

Born in 1920 in West
Bengal's Malda district,

Al wiRd

Mondal was convicted in
1994 at the age of 68 in the
murder case and was in jail
till November 29, 2024, when
the top court granted him
bail. On Friday, a bench
comprising Chief Justice
Surya Kant and justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V

(TR

Mohana said that, having
regard to the age of the pe-
titioner, it was closing the
case and waiving the re-
maining sentence, if any, in
the matter. Even if the life
sentence is not over, he will
not be taken back in cus-
tody, the CJI said and made

the interim bail order of 2024
absolute and final. “As an in-
terim order, we direct that the
petitioner, Rasik Chandra
Mondal, will be released on
interim bail/parole during the
pendency of the present writ
petition, on terms and condi-
tions to be fixed by the trial
court,” the court had said ear-
lier. Mondal had age-related
health issues, it had noted. In
2018, the Calcutta High Court
dismissed Mondal's appeal
challenging his conviction in
the murder case. Later, he
moved the top court,
which also dismissed his
plea. In 2020, Mondal,
then 99 years old, moved
a plea seeking premature
release, citing his advanced age
and age-related ailments. In
May 2021, the top court had is-
sued notice to the West Bengal
government in the matter:
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Israel's Hanging Sites For Palestinians

With Viewing Booths

Tel Aviv:

Itamar Ben-Guvir, Israel's
far-right national security
minister, has once again
stirred controversy after he
posted a video gloating
about the construction of a
gallows site to execute Pal-
estinians sentenced to
death at a prison in Israel.
In the video posted on Ben-
Gvir's far-right Otzma
Yehudit party's official
Instagram account, the Is-
raeli minister, who has pre-
viously attracted interna-
tional sanctions and con-
demnation for his activities,
said the execution site will
include viewing booths for
the family members of vic-
tims to witness

executions.Only Palestin-
ians -- and not Jewish ex-
tremists-- who are con-
victed of terror offenses will
be hanged at the site. In the
clip taken during Ben-Gvir's
visit to the unidentified lo-
cation, the Israeli minister
can be seen pointing at the
construction site and boast-
ing it was where "terrorists
will be executed".

"I promised to worsen the
conditions of terrorists in
prisons -- we kept it," he
said in the video.

"I promised to pass the
Death Penalty for Terrorists
law -- we did. And now the
death row and hanging fa-
cility are also starting to take
shape."

Other photographs from
the site posted in Israeli
media showed construction
underway in a cordoned-off
area, which is reportedly
located close to a prison.

The release of the foot-
age came after the Knesset
passed the Death Penalty
for Terrorists law in March
this year, making Israel one
of the few democracies to
expand its use of the death
penalty in recent years. The
highly controversial legis-
lation mandates military
courts to apply death by
hanging as the only avail-
able sentence for "terrorism-
related" cases, unless the
court finds special circum-
stances allowing for life im-

prisonment. However, the
law applies exclusively to
Palestinians convicted of
deadly attacks.

Ben-Gvir, who has been
serving as Israel's national
security minister since 2022,
barring a two-month gap
last year, has been con-
victed of incitement to rac-
ism and support for a ter-
rorist organisation (Meir
Kahane's banned Kach
movement). He and his
Otzma Yehudit party have
been campaigning to cre-
ate "abominable" condi-
tions for Palestinian pris-
oners.

One of the main drivers
of Israel's new death pen-
alty law, Ben-Gvir, in May
celebrated his 50th birth-
day with a birthday cake
decorated with an image of
a noose.

In recent months, he
dominated global head-
lines when, in May, he
posted a video showing
detained Gaza activists
kneeling with their hands
bound after Israel inter-
cepted the aid flotilla in in-
ternational waters.

France, Ireland, and the
UK imposed sanctions
against him last year after
he advocated for a policy
of punitive killings in Gaza
0f30-40 people a night.

Moment Ship With 21 Indian Sailors
Came Under Iran's Attack In Hormuz

New Delhi:Indians are
one of the largest
workforces at sea, account-
ing for approximately 12.2
per cent of global seafarers.
But when Iran made the
Strait of Hormuz -- which
normally carries about one-
fifth of the world's oil and
liquefied natural gas (LNG)
shipments -- a battlefield
after the United States and
Israel launched attacks on
February 28, Indian sailors
became unsuspecting col-
lateral damage in US Presi-
dent Donald Trump's war of
choice. According to a UN
report published in June, at
least 15 seafarers, many of
them Indians, have died in
attacks on merchant vessels
in and around the Strait of
Hormuz since the US-Israeli

war on Iran began on Feb-
ruary 28. Now, the Indian
sailors' union has released
an old video from April
showing glimpses of hor-
rors faced by Indian sailors
when they came in the line
of fire between the warring
nations. The video, shared
by The Forward Seamen's
Union of India (FSUI), cap-
tured a tense incident from
April 22, where an Indian-
crew-heavy vessel was sur-
rounded by boats identified
as belonging to Iran's Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC). Theincident
involved a Panama-flagged
container ship that was
fired upon by Iranian boats
amid an escalation of ten-
sions in the Strait of
Hormuz. The footage

shows the confrontation
intensifying, including a
rocket-propelled grenade
being fired, as seafarers
took cover inside the ves-
sel. The ship had 21 Indian
crew members, who were
unharmed and safe, India's
shipping ministry said later.
New Delhi later also lodged
a strong protest with Iran,
summoning its deputy am-
bassador over one of the
deaths last month. Later, it
also ordered shipowners,
ship managers, and recruit-
ment companies not to de-
ploy the country's seafarers
on vessels undertaking
trips through the Strait of
Hormuz amid renewed fight-
ing in the region. Accord-
ing to the Directorate Gen-
eral of Shipping, recent at-

tacks on vessels have in-
creased the risks faced by
seafarers and commercial
ships operating in the con-
flict-affected area "signifi-
cantly". "In view of the
heightened security situa-
tion in the Persian Gulfregion
... the Directorate considers
it necessary to adopt en-
hanced precautionary mea-
sures to safeguard the inter-
ests of Indian seafarers serv-
ing on board ships operating
in the region," the order said.
It also directed masters of the
vessels to ensure that they
are sufficiently vigilant about
the security situation in the
Persian Gulf, the Strait of
Hormuz, and adjoining wa-
ters, and called for continu-
ous monitoring of naviga-
tional warnings.

Robert F Kennedy Jr's Son Is On Russia's
Wanted List, Can Face 10 Years In Jail

Conor Kennedy has been
placed on Russia's interna-
tional wanted list. The 32-
year-old lawyer, Health
Secretary Robert F
Kennedy Jr's son and Tay-
lor Swift's ex-boyfriend, is
accused of serving as a
mercenary while fighting
alongside Ukrainian forces
against Russia in the ongo-
ing war, according to Rus-
sian state media outlet
TASS."The petition of the
investigative body shall be
granted," the correspond-
ing ruling of the trial court
stated. The American's de-
fense disagreed with this
decision and appealed it.
According to a TASS cor-
respondent, the appeals
court upheld the district

court's decision, and the
trial itself was held behind
closed doors.

Kennedy is charged with
committing a crime under
Part 3 of Article 353 of the
Russian Criminal Code (par-
ticipation of a mercenary in
an armed conflict or military
action). Under this article,
the US citizen faces 7 to 10

years in prison. Conor
Kennedy is the grand-
nephew of former US Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy and
the grandson of former US
Attorney General Robert
Kennedy.

According to TASS news
agency, the Kennedy fam-
ily member had earlier said
on social media that he re-

turned from Ukraine in Oc-
tober 2022 after fighting in
the Kharkiv region as part
of the International Legion.
He said he took part in the
military operations along-
side Ukrainian forces while
keeping his identity secret.

"Like many people, [ was
deeply moved by what I
saw happening in Ukraine
over the past year. [ wanted
to help. When I heard about
Ukraine's International Le-
gion, I knew I was going,
and I went to the embassy
to enlist the next day,"
Conor shared at the time. He
added, "I told one person
here where I was, and I told
one person there my real
name. [ didn't want my fam-
ily or friends to worry, and I
didn't want to be treated dif-
ferently there."

Taylor Swift and Conor
Kennedy dated for a few
months during the summer
af 2012

Veteran Politician Mirza Alamgir Takes Oath
As Bangladesh's New President

Veteran Bangladeshi politician and BNP leader Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir has been sworn
in as the 23rd President of Bangladesh. The Speaker of Bangladesh's Parliament administered
the oath of office to the 78-year-old politician.The swearing-in ceremony took place at the
Darbar Hall of Bangabhaban, the official residence of the president of Bangladesh.President
Droupadi Murmu sent a congratulatory message to President Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir,
President of the People's Republic of Bangladesh. "I extend to you my warm congratulations on
your assumption of office as the President of the People's Republic of Bangladesh.

US Teen Drops Social Media Addiction
Lawsuit Against Meta, Google Before Trial

Washington:

A teen girl whose lawsuit
was a test case in litigation
accusing social media com-
panies of deliberately ad-
dicting young people and
fueling a mental health cri-
sis dropped her claims
against the owners of
Instagram, Facebook,
YouTube, and Snapchat on
Thursday, according to a
court filing. The plaintiff, a
15-year-old girl from New
Jersey identified in Califor-
nia court records as PM-Y,
had alleged the platforms'
owners -- Meta Platforms,
Google, and Snap Inc --
contributed to her social
media addiction, depres-
sion, and self-harm.

The companies said she
dropped her claims without
any payment. TikTok,
which was also a defendant
in her case, had previously
settled her claims.

Emily Jeffcott, an attor-
ney for PM-Y, said in a

statement her client chose
to dismiss the remainder of
her claims out of a desire to
resume her life.

She "initiated this pro-
cess with the goal of hold-
ing social media companies
accountable and to push
for changes to protect
young people like herself,"
Jeffcott said.

Meta, owner of Facebook
and Instagram, is defending
itself at two trials over
claims from states that it
designed its platforms to be
addictive to children and
misled the public about their
safety. One trial, which be-
gan this week and deals
with the claims of 29 states,
is proceeding in federal
court in Oakland, California,
while another, over claims
brought by Tennessee, is
ongoing in state court in
Nashville.The lawsuits are
among thousands brought
by individuals, states, and
school districts against so-

cial media companies over
claims their platforms harm
children. The companies
have denied the allegations
and say they take extensive
steps to keep teens and
young users safe on their
platforms.

Test Case

PM-Y's lawsuit was
among more than 3,300 per-
sonal injury cases brought
by individuals that were
consolidated in California
state court in Los Angeles.
It was selected as one of
three "bellwether" or test
cases scheduled to go to
trial in October.

Attorneys often use bell-
wether verdicts to gauge
how juries may view similar
claims, helping them assess
the potential value of re-
maining ?cases and guide
settlement negotiations.

"This plaintiff had a sig-
nificant mental health con-
dition that pre-dated her
use of social media, and it's

clear that many of these
cases fit the same pattern,"
Meta said in a statement,
adding that it would vigor-
ously defend against the
remaining cases.

In a statement, Google-
owned YouTube said the
decision to drop the case
affirms "our longstanding
position that we provide
safe, age-appropriate expe-
riences and strong parental
controls for young people
and families."

A Snap spokesperson
said in a statement the com-
pany remains focused on
strengthening safeguards,
tools and educational re-
sources to support users'
safety, privacy and well-be-
ing.

Two other cases brought
by teens making similar
claims against the same
companies are scheduled
for trial in October, accord-
ing to court records. TikTok
has already settled those
cases.Another bellwether
case ended before trial in
July, when a teenage plain-
tiff dropped his claims
against Meta after the other
defendants settled. The
first individual trial ?in the
litigation, which ended in
March, resulted in verdicts
amounting to $4.2 million
against ?Meta and $1.8 mil-
lion against Google in a case
brought by a woman who
said she became addicted to
social media platforms at a
young age because of their
attention-grabbing design.
TikTok and Snap settled
that ?case before ?trial.

8 Dead In Charter Plane Crash
Near Remote Radar Site In Alaska

Juneau, Alaska:A char-
ter aircraft carrying eight
people crashed at a remote
radar site in western Alaska
on Thursday, killing all on
board, the US military said.

The crash happened at
Cape Newenham Long
Range Radar Site Airport,
approximately 450 miles
(725 km) west of Anchorage,
Alaska.

“This is a devastating
loss for our military family
and the communities we
serve,” U.S. Air Force Lt.
Gen. Robert Davis, com-
mander of Alaskan Com-
mand, the Alaskan North
American Aerospace De-
fense Command Region and
Eleventh Air Force, said in
a statement.

The radar site is managed
by the Pacific Air Forces
Regional Support Center.
It's part of a network of re-
mote radar sites that track
aircraft operating in
Alaska's airspace and along

its borders, the statement
from Alaskan Command

said.

The statement did not
provide details on the spe-
cific work the individuals
were doing. It referred to the
plane involved as a “civil-
ian-contracted aircraft.”

Davis described those on
board as “dedicated profes-
sionals carrying out a vital

mission in a demanding en-
vironment. Our absolute
priority right now is provid-
ing unwavering support to
their families, friends and
teammates during this dev-
astating time. We are pro-
foundly grateful for the
swift and tireless response
of our search and recovery
professionals.”

Clint Johnson, the Na-

tional Transportation
Safety Board's Alaska re-
gion chief, said earlier
Thursday evening that two
pilots and six passengers
were on board.

The plane had taken off
from Anchorage and was
believed to have crashed
early Thursday afternoon
on approach to Cape
Newenham, Johnson said.

Bangladesh Keen To Join Saudi-Pak-Turkey
Defence Alliance, Says PM's Top Aide

Bangladesh is keen on
joining a formation like the
Mecca Pact, Close aide of
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Tarique Rahman has told
Bangladesh  Sangbad
Sanstha (BSS), giving a
new template to
Bangladesh's foreign
policy at a time when there
have been strains over a
Sheikh Hasina event in
New Delhi even as both
countries are working to-
wards a reset in ties. On the
issue of Bangladesh being
keen to join the Mecca
pact, Ministry of External
Affairs spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said, "We
continue to closely follow
the developments in the
West Asia region. We are
keeping a close eye on
that." Saudi Arabia, Paki-
stan and Turkey signed the
joint defence agreement in
Mecca earlier this month.
For India, adding
Bangladesh to this equa-
tion could present a new
worry, as while India main-
tains close ties with Saudi

Arabia, Pakistan is an en-
emy country, and ties with
Bangladesh have seen re-
cent hiccups. The pact was
signed in Mecca by Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman, Turkish Presi-
dent Tayyip Erdogan and
Pakistani Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif. The joint
statement declared a
"shared commitment to fur-
ther strengthening their
collective security and to
promoting peace, security
and stability in the region
and beyond". Hinting at a
foreign policy of regional
alliances and strategic bal-
ance, Rahman's foreign af-
fairs advisor, Humayun
Kabir, told BSS, "The gov-
ernment is following a
'Bangladesh First' policy.
The government was pur-
suing a balanced foreign
policy in the international
arena, with national inter-
ests at its core."
"Bangladesh maintains a
positive approach towards
the possibility of joining
an economic or defence

framework involving Saudi
Arabia, Pakistan and
Tirkiye, taking into ac-
count its own interests and
the changing dynamics of
the global economy and

trade," Kabir told
Bangladesh  Sangbad
Sanstha. Kabir said

Rahman's visit to Riyadh,
at the invitation of the
Saudi Crown Prince, was
likely to be finalised soon
after the summer. "At the
same time, Bangladesh is
strengthening its working
bilateral relationship with
Pakistan as part of normal
diplomatic engagement,
with a focus on trade and
bilateral people-to-people
connectivity," he said.The
"Mecca Joint Defence
Agreement" is intended to
strengthen collective de-
terrence against any act of
aggression, and Pakistan's
foreign ministry said it
stipulates that an armed
attack against any of the
three would be regarded as
an attack on all.This state-
ment from such a high-

ranking official amidst
Bangladesh making Sheikh
Hasina the central focus of
its engagement with India
has implications for India's
immediate neighbourhood.

Both Pakistan and Tur-
key have also voiced sup-
port for a maritime defence
coalition, and Saudi Arabia
has already announced
plans to protect regional
shipping and energy
routes. If Bangladesh does
join the Mecca pact, then
it could also have new im-
plications in the maritime
domain.Some analysts
have described the Mecca
pact as an Islamic NATO.
While Bangladesh is con-
sidering joining the agree-
ment, a formal defence
agreement will add further
stress to the India-
Bangladesh bilateral rela-
tionship, as any engage-
ment with Pakistan is go-
ing to be seen with suspi-
cion, as Pakistan has in the
past tried to gain a foothold
in Bangladesh to push ter-
ror into India.
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Good news for phone makers! Government launches [ndia Office Market 2026: 77% of companies plan
Rs 62,500 crore Mobile Manufacturing Scheme 2.0

Mobile Phone Manufac-
turing  Scheme 2.0
Launched: The government
has launched the Mobile
Phone Manufacturing
Scheme (MPMS) 2.0 with a
total budget outlay of Rs
62,500 crore. The scheme
aims to boost mobile phone
manufacturing in India, in-
crease domestic value ad-
dition and support Indian
mobile phone brands. Elec-
tronics and IT Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said the
scheme will help expand
India's mobile manufactur-
ing ecosystem. It will also
support Indian companies
and brands that want to
grow globally. The scheme
will be implemented for five
years, from FY 2026-27 to
FY 2030-31. The govern-
ment said the first perfor-
mance year will be FY 2026-
27.

Two segments under the
scheme

The Mobile Phone Manu-

- .

facturing Scheme has two
target segments. The first
segment focuses on mobile
phone manufacturing. The
second segment will sup-
port Indian mobile phone
brands. Under the manufac-
turing segment, companies
registered in India, includ-
ing electronics manufactur-
ing services (EMS) compa-
nies, with a minimum turn-
over of Rs 10,000 crore in
FY 2025-26 will be eligible.
The government will pro-
vide production-linked in-
centives on eligible sales of
mobile phones manufac-
tured in India. The incentive
rates will range from 2.25 per
cent to 5 per cent during the
five-year period, depending
on the category and finan-
cial year.

Extra incentive for local
components

A key focus of the
scheme is increasing the
use of components made in
India. Companies can get an

additional incentive of up to
1.5 per cent for domestic
sourcing of key compo-
nents and sub-assemblies.
These include display mod-
ules, camera modules, en-
closures, batteries and USB
cables. To claim this addi-
tional incentive, the compo-
nents must be localised for
at least 25 per cent of the
total mobile phone units
sold in a financial year. The
government believes this
will help build a stronger
domestic supply chain and
reduce dependence on im-
ported components.

Focus on Indian mobile
brands

The second target seg-
ment is aimed at supporting
Indian mobile phone
brands. This segment can
qualify for companies, in-
cluding EMS companies,
with a minimum turnover of
Rs 1,000 crore in FY 2025-
26. The Indian brand must
be registered or incorpo-
rated in India. Its intellec-

tual property and trademark
must also be held in India.
The scheme also requires
management control to be
with Indian citizens and
more than 51 per cent In-
dian citizen shareholding in
the entity claiming the In-
dian brand. Companies
must also have in-house
R&D and design capabili-
ties in India.Indian brands
will receive an incentive of
5 per cent on eligible sales.
They can also get an addi-
tional 3 per cent incentive
for Indian design and re-
search and development of
the product. The govern-
ment will also provide non-
fiscal support to help Indian
brands grow.

Production and jobs to get
aboost

According to the official
release, the scheme is ex-
pected to create around
60,000 direct job opportuni-
ties. The government is tar-
geting production of
around Rs 39 lakh crore un-
der the scheme and plans
to increase India's existing
mobile production capacity
of around Rs 22 lakh crore
to more than Rs 40 lakh
crore. The scheme also aims
to strengthen the wider
mobile manufacturing eco-
system. This includes
smartphones, displays and
batteries. The battery manu-
facturing push could also
support other products
such as drones. The gov-
ernment is also looking at
technical collaborations to
help Indian brands become
global players.

Shankesh Jewellers IPO Allotment: Did you
oet shares? Check status on NSE, BSE, KFin

Shankesh Jewellers IPO

Allotment Status: The allot-
ment process of shares of
Shankesh Jewellers Ltd is
likely to be finalised today
on August 21, 2026, after
the initial public offering
(IPO) had been subscribed
2.80 times within the three
days of subscription period,
which concluded on Au-
gust 20, 2026.

Those investors who
made applications in this re-
gard are now waiting for the
finalisation of the share al-
lotment process. Once the
share allotment is done suc-
cessfully, applicants who
have been allotted shares
will get their Shankesh Jew-
ellers shares credited to
their demat accounts.

How to check Shankesh
Jewellers PO allotment
status?

Investors who applied for
the Shankesh Jewellers IPO
can check their allotment
status online through the
NSE, BSE or IPO registrar
KFin Technologies once the
allotment is finalised.

Here are the steps to
check the Shankesh Jewel-
lers IPO allotment status:

Shankesh Jewellers IPO
allotment status on NSE

1) Visit the NSE website:-
www.nseindia.com/invest/
check-trades-bids-verify-
ipo-bids

2) Choose 'Equity and
SME IPO bid details'

3) Select 'SHANKESH'
from the dropdown list

4) Enter your PAN and
application number

5) Click submit

Shankesh Jewellers IPO

allotment status on BSE

1) Visit the BSE website:-
www.bseindia.com/inves-
tors/appli_check.aspx

2) Select 'Equity' from the
issue type option

3) Select 'SHANKESH
JEWELLERS LIMITED'

4) Enter your application
number or PAN

5) Click on search

Shankesh Jewellers IPO
allotment status on KFin
Technologies

1) Visit the KFin Tech-
nologies website:-
ipostatus.kfintech.com

2) Select the name of the

company from the
dropdown list
3) Enter your PAN, appli-

cation number, or demat ac-
count details

4) Click submit

Shankesh Jewellers
IPO: Key details

The IPO size of Shankesh
Jewellers was Rs 367.18
crore. Of that, the fresh is-
sue portion was 2.95 crore
shares worth Rs 274.18
crore. The OFS portion
comprised 1 crore shares
worth Rs 93 crore. The com-
pany had fixed the IPO price
band at Rs 88-93 per share.
The investors can bid for a
minimum of 160 shares.
Therefore, at the upper level
of'the price band, a retail in-
vestor will have to invest
Rs 14,880. The retail inves-
tors could bid for a maximum
of 13 lots or 2080 shares
compared to the 80,02,000
shares on offer. A small HNI
could bid for a minimum of
14 lots, while the big HNI
had to apply for a minimum
of 68 lots. The IPO allotment

is expected on August 21,
and the refunds and share
credits will happen on Au-
gust 24. The shares will list
on the BSE and NSE tenta-
tively on August 25.
Shankesh Jewellers has a
market capitalisation of
around Rs 1,367 crore at the
upper level of the price
band. Shankesh Jewellers
was incorporated in 2005
and has been manufactur-

ing customised
handcrafted gold jewellery.
The company specialises in
22K and 18K gold and of-
fers bangles, bridal
jewellery, chokers, jhumkas,
necklaces, mangalsutras,
and rings. Shankesh fol-
lows an asset-light
model and buys work
from local karigars and
jobworkers. Its clients
comprise Joyalukkas In-
dia, Kalyan Jewellers In-
dia, and P.N. Gadgil &
Sons. Shankesh Jewel-
lers financial perfor-
mance improved signifi-
cantly in FY26. The total
income rose to Rs
1,630.93 crore compared
to Rs 1,403.94 crore. The
profit after tax jumped to
Rs 106.68 crore in FY26
against Rs 40.31 crore.
Similarly, the EBITDA
surged to Rs 157.90 crore
from Rs 65.35 crore. The
company lowered its debt,
reducing the debt-to-equity
ratio from 1.44 t0 0.80.

Over 6.5 crore ITRs filed so
far; August 31 deadline nears
for non-audit taxpayers

\ ‘:

The Income Tax Department informed that
more than 6.5 crore Income Tax Returns (ITRs)
have been filed so far for the Assessment Year
(AY) 2026-27. This includes over two crore
ITRs 3 & 4 as on August 20, 2026. The I-T
Department suggests avoiding the last-minute
rush and filing your ITR-3, 4, 5 & 7 (non-
audit) before 31st August 2026.

India Office Market 2026:
India's office market is set
to maintain its expansionary
trajectory over the next two
years, with companies plan-
ning to expand their office
portfolios while increas-
ingly factoring in artificial
intelligence (Al), workplace
flexibility, connectivity and
sustainability into real es-
tate strategies, according to
CBRE's 2026 India Office
Occupier Survey.

The eighth edition of the
survey, conducted between
April and June 2026, gath-
ered responses from more
than 200 CXOs overseeing
office portfolios across
India's leading markets.

India office expansion
outlook

According to the survey,
77 per cent of occupiers ex-
pect their India office port-
folios to expand over the
next two years, reflecting
continued confidence in
business growth and the
relevance of physical work-
places. The expansion is ex-
pected to be supported by
sustained business growth,
the continued expansion of
global capability centres
(GCCs), and demand from
sectors such as technology,
banking, financial services
and insurance (BFSI), engi-
neering and manufacturing.
CBRE said the share of cor-
porate occupiers pursuing
an aggressive expansion
strategy has nearly doubled
from the previous year.
Around 30 per cent of re-
spondents are targeting a
significantly larger office
footprint over the next two
years.

How Al is changing of-
fice leasing decisions

Al adoption is already
widespread among corpo-
rate occupiers. Around 93
per cent of respondents

said their organisations are
at some stage of Al adop-
tion, highlighting the
technology's growing influ-
ence on business and work-
place strategies. However,
the impact of Al on office
leasing decisions remains
limited in the near term.
About 57 per cent of occu-
piers said they do not ex-
pect Al to have a measur-
able impact on their leasing
decisions currently. At the
same time, Al automation
dynamics have emerged as
the top factor expected to
influence leasing decisions
over the next 12-24 months.
This suggests that while Al
has not yet significantly al-
tered office requirements
for many companies, its im-
pact could become more vis-
ible as adoption and auto-
mation increase.

Flexible workspaces gain
importance

The survey also high-
lights a growing preference
for flexible office space.
Around 67 per cent of oc-
cupiers expect flexible
workspaces to form part of
their portfolios within the
next two years, compared
with 58 per cent currently.
The trend points towards
wider adoption of a "core +
flex" workplace model, al-

lowing companies to retain
conventional office space
for their core requirements
while using flexible
workspaces to manage
changing workforce needs,
costs and expansion plans.
Commute, connectivity
key to office location
Location and employee
accessibility remain critical
factors in office leasing de-
cisions. Around 70 per cent
of occupiers prioritise com-
mute infrastructure when
selecting office locations.
The importance of con-
nectivity is further under-
scored by the fact that 95
per cent of respondents
identified traffic congestion
and commuting challenges
as a threat to business op-
erations and employee ex-
perience. Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, Pune and
Chennai continue to attract
large-scale office require-
ments, while established
core micro-markets remain
preferred by many occupi-
ers because of their mature
infrastructure and talent
catchments. For companies
considering Tier-1I and
Tier-1I1 cities, access to tal-
ent is another major consid-
eration. Around 65 per cent
of occupiers evaluating
these cities cited access to

emerging talent pools as a
key factor.

ESG also shapes real es-
tate strategy

Sustainability is becom-
ing an increasingly impor-
tant part of corporate real
estate planning. About 52
per cent of occupiers have
already defined ESG goals
for their real estate portfo-
lios, indicating greater inte-
gration of environmental,
social and governance con-
siderations into leasing and
workplace strategies.

India's office market out-
look

The survey suggests that
India's office market is mov-
ing towards a more adap-
tive workplace model, com-
bining portfolio expansion
with flexible space, Al-en-
abled infrastructure and
employee-centric location
strategies. While Al adop-
tion is accelerating, the find-
ings indicate that companies
continue to value physical
workplaces and high-quality
office space. Over the next
two years, office demand is
likely to be shaped not only
by business expansion but
also by how effectively com-
panies balance technology,
flexibility, accessibility and
sustainability in their real
estate portfolios.

SAIL Dividend 2026: Rs 2.35 payout
record date fixed; check key dates

There's a li

SAIL Dividend: Steel
Authority of India
(SAIL) has fixed Sep-
tember 30, 2026, as
the record date for de-
termining shareholders
eligible to receive the
company’s final divi-
dend of Rs 2.35 per
share for FY26. SAIL
had recommended the
dividend at a board
meeting held on May
15, 2026. The pro-
posed payout is
equivalent to 23.50 per
cent of the company’s
paid-up equity share
capital, with the face
value of each share at
Rs 10.

The Maharatna PSU
announced the record
date while sharing de-
tails of its upcoming
annual general meeting
with the stock ex-
changes.

SAIL dividend
2026: Record date

The final dividend will
be paid to sharehold-
ers whose names ap-
pear on the company’s
records as on Septem-
ber 30, subject to ap-
proval at the AGM.
SAIL's 54th AGM will be
held on September 24,
2026, at 10:30 AM
through video
conferencing and other
audio-visual means.

The company said that
once approved by
shareholders, the final
dividend will be paid
within 30 days from the
date of approval. The
payment will be made
after applicable tax de-
ducted at source
(TDS). SAIL will circu-
late the notice for the
AGM along with its an-
nual report for FY26 to
shareholders in due
course.

Rs 2.35 dividend vs
previous years

The FY26 final divi-
dend is higher than the
payout announced by
SAIL last year. For
FY25, the company
had declared a final
dividend of Rs 1.60 per
share, with September
9, 2025, fixed as the
record date. In FY24,
SAIL paid a final divi-
dend of Re 1 per share.
The stock had traded
ex-dividend on Sep-
tember 19, 2024. That
payout came after the
company had an-
nounced an interim
dividend of Re 1 per
share, for which the
record date was Feb-
ruary 20, 2024. SAIL
had declared two divi-
dends in 2023 as well.
The company paid an
interim dividend of Re

1 per share with a
March 24 record date
and later announced a
final dividend of Rs
0.50 per share, with
September 20 set as
the record date. With
the FY26 payout, SAIL
will mark its sixth con-
secutive year of divi-
dend payments.

SAIL dividend
2026: What inves-
tors should know

For shareholders,
September 30 is the
date to keep on the
radar for the FY26 fi-
nal dividend. However,
the payout is not final
until shareholders ap-
prove the board’s rec-
ommendation at the
September 24 AGM. At
Rs 2.35 per share, the
proposed dividend is Rs
0.75 higher than last
year's Rs 1.60 payout.
The actual amount re-
ceived by shareholders
will be lower after ap-
plicable TDS, depend-
ing on the investor’s
tax status.

SAIL Q1FY27 result
highlights

One of India’s largest
steel producers, re-
ported a sharp 138 per
cent year-on-year
(YoY) rise in consoli-
dated net profit to Rs
1,636 crore for the

June quarter (Q1
FY27), compared with
Rs 685 crore in the
same quarter last year.
The strong rise in profit
came despite lower
production and sales
volumes during the
quarter. SAIL benefited
from better realisations
and lower inventory
levels, which helped
offset the impact of
softer volumes.The
company said it had
deliberately scaled
back production during
the quarter by bring-
ing forward scheduled
repair and maintenance
activities. According to
SAIL, the decision was
taken against the
backdrop of geopoliti-
cal volatility and disrup-
tions to global supply
chains. SAIL said the
planned maintenance
work is expected to
improve production
stability and opera-
tional performance in
the quarters ahead.
On a sequential basis,
however, consolidated
net profit declined 3
per cent from Rs 1,680
crore reported in the
March quarter. Operat-
ing performance
showed a marked im-
provement. SAIL’s
EBITDA rose 49 per
cent YoY to Rs 4,356
crorein Q1 FY27, com-
pared with Rs 2,925
crore in the year-ago
period. The EBITDA
margin expanded to
16.6 per cent from 11.2
per cent a year earlier.
Revenue from opera-
tions stood at Rs
26,246 crore, margin-
ally higher than Rs
25,921 crore reported
in Q1 FY26. However,
both revenue and
EBITDA declined se-
quentially compared
with the March quarter.
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India Cricketer, Who Played 10 ODIs,

Acquitted In 22-Year-Old Criminal Case Team? Ex-CSK Star Drops "Bomb Squad"

Former Indian cricketer and
Vadodara resident Jacob Mar-
tin has been acquitted of all
charges by the Patiala House
Court in a 22-year-old criminal
case which stemmed from a
2004 FIR involving charges
under Sections 420, 468, 471,
and 120B of the IPC, as well as
Section 12 of the Passport Act.
Allegations against Jacob re-
garding a forged UK immigra-
tion stamp, travel arrange-
ments, and financial transac-
tions could not be proven. The
court observed that there was

no credible evidence regarding
financial transactions or his
ownership or control of the
Ajwa Sports Club. Several wit-
nesses also failed to substan-
tiate the
allegations.Consequently,
Jacob Martin was acquitted
and subsequently presented
his side to the media. Speaking
to the media, Martin said the
case arose after a member of his
2004 team overstayed his UK
visa and returned to India after
obtaining a fake immigration
stamp. He said his name was

later added during the investi-
gation despite not being men-
tioned in the original FIR,
which he attributed to his pro-
file as an international cricketer.
Martin said the 22-year-old
case caused him significant
stress, including the loss of his
railway job, and added that his
acquittal has brought a major
sense of relief and marked a
turning point in his life. "In 2004
ateam of mine had gone, which
had gone to the UK to play.
That team which went to play
in England in 2004, everyone

came back except one boy who
stayed back in the UK. Because
the visa had a validity of 6
months, he could stay for 6
months, but he overstayed for
more than 6 months, so what
happened was that he got fake
stamping done there through
someone. After getting fake
stamping done, when he came
back to India, he was deported
from the UK, so he was caught
at the IGI airport, and then he
was questioned," Martin said.
"My name was not even in the
FIR, but when the investigation
took place, I was involved in
this case because the name was
big and I was an international
cricketer, because of that. And
after the case ended, this...
now, after 22 years... during
these 22 years, [ was not get-
ting any answers from the BCCI
either; I lost my job in the rail-
ways. So I had a lot of stress
because of this, but this judg-
ment that has come now- [ have
got a clean chit; it will be a big
settlement for my life and very...
after 22 years, this... appeal |
have received is a very big U-
turn for my life," he added.
Jacob Martin, a right-handed
batter, played 10 ODIs for In-
dia, scoring 158 runs at an av-
erage of22.57.

Tamim Iqgbal's Bombshell Update Leaves
India's Bangladesh Tour In Limbo

Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) president Tamim Igbal
has hinted that India's sched-
uled tour of Bangladesh could
be postponed again, saying the
BCB and the Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI) are
currently in discussions over
the series, according to
Cricinfo. India were originally
scheduled to tour Bangladesh
in August last year, but the se-
ries was later deferred to Sep-
tember 2026. The BCB an-
nounced in January that India
would play three ODIs and
three T20Is in Dhaka and
Chattogram. However, the
BCCI has not made any official
announcement regarding the
tour.With the first ODI sched-
uled for September 3, just two
weeks away, uncertainty con-
tinues over whether the series
will go ahead as planned, ac-
cording to the report. At a press
conference in Dhaka, Tamim
announced the Game Develop-
ment Trophy, an age-group
tournament, and the BCB re-
leased its schedule, with all
matches set to be played at the
Sher-e-Bangla National Sta-
dium from August 28 to Sep-
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tember 9. When asked whether
the tournament schedule indi-
cated that India would not be
touring Bangladesh, Tamim
said there could be a "slight
change" in the schedule, hint-
ing at a possible revision of
India's tour dates. "Both
boards remain in discussions
about the India series," he said,
as quoted by Cricinfo. "The
dates may be shifted here or
there. This tournament is be-

w7

ing held in Mirpur, but it can be
shifted to the Basundhara
Ground in two minutes. If the
India series is locked in and
confirmed, we will schedule it
accordingly." Following the
BCB's announcement of the
tour in January, relations be-
tween the two cricket boards
reportedly deteriorated further
after Kolkata Knight Riders
withdrew Bangladesh all-
rounder Mustafizur Rahman
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from the IPL. Subsequently, the
Aminul Islam-led BCB decided
against sending its team to the
T20 World Cup, which was co-
hosted by India. However, ties
between the two boards began
to improve after Tamim, who
recently took charge as BCB
president, visited India earlier
this month. He reportedly
toured the BCCI's Centre of
Excellence in Bengaluru during
his visit.

British Singer Takes 6 Months Urdu Class To Sing
Pakistan Anthem, Has This To Say About 'Jana Gana Mana'

A different rendition
of the Pakistan national
anthem took place
ahead of their first Test
against England at
Headingley, as it was
sung in Urdu by English
singer Laura Wright.
While the rendition split
opinions online, Wright
revealed the incredible
effort she had put in to
master the pronuncia-
tion of the Pakistan
anthem. In a recent
interview, Wright

shared that she had
been learning Urdu -
Pakistan's national
language - for six
months. Wright had
also sung the Indian
national anthem 'Jana
Gana Mana' in Bengali
during India's Test
series against England
in 2025.Wright, who
has gained fame for
singing national an-
thems at various global
events, revealed the
work she had put in to

learn Urdu and Bengali.
"It's such an honour to
be asked to sing any
anthem, and I'd never
take it for granted. The
Indian and Pakistan
ones are real chal-
lenges, and when I'm
asked I really do think
about it before I say
yes because I have to
be sure I can get it
right," Wright said, in
an interview with the
Athletic. "I need to
know I've got enough

time to learn it and I've
been working on Urdu
for the last six months.
This is not someone
saying: 'Can you come
in and sing Jerusalem'.
It's much bigger than
that, but this will be a
huge privilege for me
and I just hope to do it
justice," the mezzo-
soprano said, on the
opportunity to be able
to sing the Pakistan
national anthem. Wright
also revealed that she
had been nervous
before singing the
Indian national anthem.
"Singing the Indian
anthem for the first time
was probably the most
nervous I've ever been.
When you study classical
music you're given a basic
understanding of Italian
and German, but when
you do anthems you come
across so many different
languages. "I spent so long
listening to the Indian
anthem and time with two
or three people speaking it
so I could listen to the
pronunciation, the phras-
ing and understand what
the words meant.
That's part of this
career that people
don't see," she elabo-
rated.
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Vaibhav Sooryavanshi In, Big Names
Dropped From India's 2027 World Cup

Should

Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar and Sanju Samson be in
India's 2027 ODI World Cup
squad? According to former
India cricketer Robin Uthappa,
the answer is yes. Uthappa
named his ideal 15-man squad
for India's World Cup campaign
in South Africa, Zimbabwe and
Namibia, and did not hesitate
to make some bold calls. Call-
ing ita "bomb squad", Uthappa
dropped some mainstays of
India's current ODI team. In
their place, he handed a call-up
to 15-year-old sensation
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi and vet-
eran pacer Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, among others. Among
batters, Uthappa stuck with the
current regulars of skipper
Shubman Gill, Virat Kohli,
Shreyas Iyer and KL Rahul. He
also went with Rohit Sharma,
whose future has come under

question numerous times of
late. Uthappa did not include
Yashasvi Jaiswal in his squad,
instead going with his much
younger Rajasthan Royals (RR)
teammate Sooryavanshi as the
backup opener. The 2007 T20
World Cup-winner also re-
called some experienced heads
in the form of all-rounder
Ravindra Jadeja and pacer
Bhuvneshwar Kumar.
Bhuvneshwar, who enjoyed a
superb IPL with 28 wickets, last
played an ODI for India nearly
five years ago. In accommodat-
ing them, he left out the likes of
Washington Sundar and
Harshit Rana, who have been
mainstays in the white-ball
setup in recent times. He also
picked Sanju Samson over
Ishan Kishan as his backup
wicket-keeper batter, stating
that Samson has the ability to
play at the top and also as a

finisher. Uthappa went with
Hardik Pandya in his 15-man
team, but did not pick another
fast-bowling all-rounder as a
backup, instead choosing four
frontline pacers in Jasprit
Bumrah, huvneshwar,
Mohammed Siraj and Arshdeep
Singh. "This is my World Cup
team for 2027 in South Africa.
Granted, we have a year to go,
but I think if these 15 play over
the next one year, it will be per-
fect prep. And this, I feel, is a
bomb squad," Uthappa stated.
Robin Uthappa's 15-man India
squad for 2027 World Cup:
Shubman Gill, Rohit Sharma,
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, Virat
Kohli, Shreyas Iyer, KL Rahul,
Sanju Samson, Hardik Pandya,
Axar Patel, Ravindra Jadeja,
Kuldeep Yadav, Jasprit Bumrah,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Mohammed Siraj, Arshdeep
Singh.

IPL Winner, Who Now Plays
For Portugal, Slams Century
In T20 WC Qualifier

Former Australia interna-
tional cricketer Moises
Henriques' decision to repre-
sent Portugal has brought in-
credible results already. The
39-year-old smashed a sensa-
tional T20I century in just his
third outing for Portugal,
against Czech Republic on
Thursday. Coming in to bat at
No. 3, Henriques hammered 12
fours and seven sixes, ending
with a score of 111 off just 51
balls. The knock is also
Henriques' first international
century and first century in the
shortest format of the game.
Clips of the innings went viral
on the internet.A veteran who
has represented Australia 47
times across three formats,
Henriques' presence was al-
ways going to be a major boost
for Portugal. But the impact has
been instant, and improved
Portugal's chances of qualify-
ing for the next T20 World Cup
in 2028. On Thursday,
Henriques' powerful knock pro-
pelled Portugal to a score of
211/6 in 20 overs. With the ball,
Czech Republic were tottering
at 24/5 in 8.5 overs, after which
the match had to be paused
due to rain. Portugal ended up
winning by 91 runs, via the DLS
method. Henriques slammed
an unbeaten 66 on his Portugal
debut.  Born in the city of
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Madeira - the same birthplace
as Portuguese football icon
Cristiano Ronaldo - Henriques'
family moved to Australia when
he was an infant. How can Por-
tugal qualify for T20 World Cup
2026?The victory sees Portu-
gal sit top of Group B in the
ICC Men's T20 World Cup Sub
Regional Europe Qualifier C
2026, ahead of nations like Ger-
many, Israel, Czech Republic
and Greece. Portugal will next
face Spain in the Qualifier C fi-

nal. If they win, they will
progress to the Europe regional
final, where they will need to fin-
ish in top-two in a group featur-
ing Scotland, Denmark and Jer-
sey. If they do so, they will ad-
vance to the T20 World Cup 2028
Global Qualifier, where they will
have to battle many nations to
secure a spot in the 20-team main
event. The United States, Canada,
Italy, Nepal and Netherlands are
among the nations already placed
in the Global Qualifier.

16 Years, 27 Innings And Counting: Pakistan's

Unwanted Record In England Continues

Pakistan are nearing an innings defeat against England on Day
3 of the first Test at Headingley in Leeds. Pakistan started their
second innings on Friday trailing England by 238 runs after the
first innings. However, their innings got off to the worst possible
start as Imam-ul-Haq, who scored 42 in the first innings, was dis-
missed for a duck in the second over by Jofra Archer. Imam's
dismissal extended Pakistan's wait for a half-century opening part-
nership in Tests on English soil to 27 innings.Their last opening
partnership of 50 or more came in 2010, when Salman Butt and
Imran Farhat added 56 against Australia at Headingley. Pakistan
were 59-3 in their second innings at lunch on the third day, still 179
runs shy of making England bat again, after fast bowler Archer
removed openers Imam-ul-Haq and Azan Awais. For the second
time in the match, Pakistan were 0-1 Friday when Archer dismissed
Imam for a duck as the left-hander, trying to evade a short deliv-
ery, could only glove the ball to wicket-keeper Jamie Smith. Awais,
out for a golden duck in the first innings, had made nine when he
clipped Archer, who had made a quickfire 23 not out earlier Friday,
straight to England captain Joe Root at the rarely used position of
leg slip. It was something of a tactical coup for Root, starting his
second spell as full-time Test captain on his Yorkshire home ground.



The Odisha government filed
a petition seeking modification
ofan order earlier issued by the
Supreme Court permitting the
release of the animated film
Mahaprabhu Jagannath. But
the Supreme Court has now
dismissed the plea, stating that
creativity, art and culture could
not be curtailed merely be-
cause a few people were sensi-
tive about the depiction of dei-
ties. The court clearly con-
firmed that it cannot interfere
with its previous order allow-
ing the film’s release after the
Rath Yatra festivities. The
bench of Justices also opined
that the film, especially in the
animated format, was a form of
creativity meant to engage chil-
dren.

“If such kind of sensitivity
continues and people continue
to file petitions, then we will
have to pass orders in respect
of Hindu gods and goddesses
that there should be no creativ-
ity. Ramayana on television will
stop. No art in any form of god
and goddess. There is creativ-
ity in the country,” Justice
Nagarathna said during the
hearing. The government
claimed that the certificate
granted to the film was revis-
able under the relevant law and
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pointed out that the Shree
Jagannath Temple Administra-
tion and the state government
had sought a review. “We are
not opposed to the release. Let
the government independently
consider the issue under its

revisional powers,” the advo-
cate for the government ar-
gued. Additionally, Justice
Mahadevan suggested that if
any concerns remained, the pro-
ducers could consider making
corrections. The court earlier

permitted the all-India release
of the film on or after July 28.
The film which was based on a
web series was already avail-
able on YouTube and had re-
ceived clearance from the Cen-
tral Board of Film Certification.

Prabhas Working 17 Hour Shifts For Spirit!

Around 40% of
Spirit has been
completed, with the
team aiming to wrap
up the remaining
shoot in the next two
to three months.
Producer Pranay
Reddy Vanga re-
vealed that Prabhas
IS putting in im-
mense effort, work-
ing 16 to 17 hour
shifts when required.
He also revealed
that Sandeep Reddy
Vanga does not use
body doubles in his

films.

Despite Taking Years,
Stars Still Opt for Sequels!

Despite the mixed results
for sequels, the trend of
making films in two parts is
growing rapidly in Telugu
cinema. Interestingly, even
as star heroes are taking
years to complete a project,
many filmmakers are still
opting for the sequel format
to tell larger stories. Jr
NTR’s highly anticipated
Dragon is being made as a
two-part film. The
Prashanth Neel film has
been mounted on a grand
scale, with the makers
believing that a single film
may not be enough to tell
the entire story, which has
an international scale. On
the other hand, Allu Arjun’s
Raaka is also said to be
following a similar route.
While an official confirma-
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Pragya
Jaiswal Owns
The Chilly
Rainy Vibe in
Shorts

It’s been a quiet year on
the film front for Pragya
Jaiswal, with Tyson Naidu,
co-starring Bellamkonda
Sai Sreenivas and Nabha
Natesh, remaining her only
upcoming project. But ‘
away from the screen, her
style game continues to
shine bright. In her latest
pictures, Pragya is spotted
lounging in a chic egg
chair, dressed in a breezy
blue-and-white striped co-
ord set layered with a
matching oversized shirt.
She rounds off the look
with white strappy heels,
delicate earrings, and an
anklet, keeping her hair in
soft tousled waves.

With a radiant smile and
effortless charm, Pragya
proves that even without a

* packed release slate this

year, she knows exactly
how to keep her fans
hooked with pure style.
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Disha Patani Drips In
Liquid Gold Glam

&

Disha Patani continues to prove
why she’s one of the most sizzling
stars in the industry, and her latest
pictures are no exception. Serving i -
pure glamour, she stuns in a shimmer- -'_-ﬁ;. b'g o |
ing gold sequined dress with a d T,
plunging halter neckline, striking \ x
sultry poses in a lavish, dimly lit
room. These captivating stills are
from her song “Kyun” from Welcome
to the Jungle, where Disha brings
undeniable oomph and screen
presence to the frame. On the box
office front, Welcome to the Jungle
has wrapped up its theatrical run with
a lifetime worldwide collection of
7193 crore, making it a commercial
success and landing as an average-
to-hit earner. With her sizzling looks
and steady work, Disha continues to
keep fans hooked.
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RC17, is also being designed as a two-part saga, raising expectations among fans and
business circles. What makes this trend even more interesting is the release strategy.
Reports suggest that at least two of the above-mentioned films could follow the Dhurandhar
model, where both parts are released within a gap of just four to five months. This ap-
proach helps maintain audience excitement and avoids making fans wait for years between
installments. The question now is whether audiences will continue to embrace this trend or
start preferring standalone films once again.

tion is awaited, reports
suggest that the makers are
considering a two-part
release strategy for the Atlee
film. Now, as per the latest
update, Ram Charan and
Sukumar’s upcoming film,
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